
**MEDIA ALERT** 
 

Latina Immigrants Documentary Made in L.A. Wins Emmy Award. 
 

Made in L.A. (http://www.madeinla.com) is an intimate portrait of the struggle of three 
Latina immigrants to obtain basic labor rights in Los Angeles garment sweatshops. 

 
“Labor protest is not dead. Nor is it futile, according to ‘Made in L.A.,’ an excellent 

documentary… about basic human dignity.” 
– Andy Webster, The New York Times 

 
  
New York, NY – Sept. 26, 2008 – The documentary Made in L.A., which had 
its national broadcast premiere on the PBS series P.O.V. in 2007, won an 
Emmy Award at the 29th Annual News and Documentary Emmy® Awards 
on Sept. 22. Director/producer Almudena Carracedo and producer Robert 
Bahar accepted the award, given in the category of Outstanding Continuing 
Coverage of a News Story–Long Form, at the ceremony in New York. 
 

Five years in the making, Made in L.A. is Carracedo’s first feature documentary. The 70-
minute film follows the remarkable story of Lupe, Maria and Maura, three Latina 
immigrants working in Los Angeles garment sweatshops as they embark on a three-year 
odyssey to win basic labor protections from trendy clothing retailer Forever 21. In 
intimate observational style, Made in L.A. reveals the impact of the struggle on each 
woman’s life. Compelling, humorous and deeply human, it is a story about immigration, 
the power of unity and the courage it takes to find your voice. 
 
“This film started as a small, grassroots project to tell the story of three brave Latina 
immigrants and their struggle for their rights and their personal dignity,” said Carracedo, 
herself an immigrant from Spain. “We hope that this award will help us continue our 
work to bring the film to communities around the country and abroad, and that it will 
help put a human face on issues of immigration, low wage work and the everyday 
struggles of immigrant workers.” 
 
Made in L.A. has received critical acclaim and has been shown at film festivals around 
the world festivals, winning several prestigious international accolades before going on to 
win the Emmy on Monday night. 
 
The filmmakers are currently engaged in a two-year long outreach campaign and have 
recently launched a new "Host A Screening" initiative 
(http://www.madeinla.com/get/host) that enables grassroots groups, nonprofits, student 
groups, unions, and faith-based organizations to hold their own screenings of Made in 
L.A. in order to engage their communities around local issues and spark an essential 
dialogue around low wage work, women’s empowerment, consumer awareness and the 
everyday struggles of immigrant workers. 
 

 



Made in L.A. is a co-production of Semilla Verde Productions, Inc. 
(www.madeinla.com), Independent Television Service (www.itvs.org) with funding 
provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (www.cpb.org). A Co-Production of 
P.O.V.’s Diverse Voices Project (www.pbs.org/pov). It is a co-presentation with Latino 
Public Broadcasting (www.lpbp.org). Full credits are available at 
www.madeinla.com/about/credits. 
 

For more information and to view/embed the trailer, visit: http://www.madeinla.com 
 

To download high-res photos and detailed production notes, visit: 
www.madeinla.com/press/materials 

 
For details about the “Host A Screening” Community Screening initiative, visit: 

http://www.madeinla.com/get/host 
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