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Solving Illegal Immigration: 
 
Q: What are you going to do about illegal immigration? 
 
A: Immigration reform must be tough, practical, and smart.  It is unacceptable to have 12 million 
people in our country living outside the legal system, and Americans know we can’t deport 12 million 
people to solve the problem. 
 
America wins when we face reality and take action on immigration.  Realistic solutions require U.S. 
not only to secure the border, but to crack down on employers who operate outside the law and smugglers 
who profit from our broken immigration system.  Reform won’t work, however, unless we address the 12 
million immigrants living here without legal status.  We must require them to come forward to legalize 
their status, pay back taxes, learn English, and pass criminal background checks. 
 
America needs a legal immigration system that secures our borders, strengthens our economy, and 
benefits our communities.  We need a realistic, legal immigration framework that protects U.S. workers 
while providing needed labor to American businesses.  Reasonable limits on family immigration would 
encourage the unification of families and the building of stable communities.  The foundation for this 
kind of immigration system is strong and sensible enforcement at the border and the workplace. 
 
Border Control: 
 
Q: How will you control the border? 
 
A: Securing our border is vital for national security, but we can’t deport our way to safety.  We 
must supply adequate manpower and groundbreaking technology to secure the border, but we can’t be 
lulled into thinking that enforcement alone will control the border.  Walls, raids, and billions of dollars 
spent at the border aren’t stopping illegal immigration.  The annual budget of the U.S. Border Patrol has 
increased 332%, and the number of Border Patrol agents has grown 276%, since 1993.  But the 
undocumented population of the United States has tripled in size, from roughly 3.5 million in 1990 to 12 
million today.  America needs leaders who will move beyond the deportation-only mentality and 
implement real solutions to secure the border and the restore the rule of law. 
 
Worksite Raids:  
 
Q: Why shouldn’t we just raid worksites, deport the illegals, and fine the employers? 
 
A: Cracking down on unscrupulous employers is a start, but politicians who tell you that we can 
use raids to deport 12 million people aren’t being honest.  We need a new vision of worksite 
enforcement that emphasizes enforcing labor laws so that bad-apple employers don’t continue to get away 
with exploiting their workers.  In 2007, after promising to make employer enforcement a priority, the 
Bush Administration found only 92 employers to arrest and 17 to fine.  While the Administration cites a 
record number of workplace arrests in 2007, 98% were workers and only 2% employers.  At the same 
time, in the last eight years, the Bush Administration has slashed the number of agents charged with 
enforcing labor laws, and right now the Administration dedicates just one wage-and-hour enforcement 
agent to every 200,000 workers. 
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Raids can end up doing more harm than good.  As the Mayor of Postville, Iowa said of the May 2008 
raid of the Agriprocessors meatpacking plant by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, “We didn’t 
need this.  It literally blew our town away.”  The raid in Postville clearly illustrates a much larger 
problem—how unscrupulous employers have been able to exploit vulnerable workers and violate labor 
laws.  Agriprocessors has been accused of sexual harassment, wage-and-hour violations, safety violations, 
and hiring children as young as 13.  ICE interrupted ongoing investigations by state agencies and rounded 
up and deported potential witnesses. 
 
We can’t deny that current legal channels for immigration to the U.S. aren’t sufficient to provide many 
employers with the workers they need.  We need a new immigrant worker program that provides visas for 
workers who can fill U.S. labor needs, while protecting them from unscrupulous employers who exploit 
vulnerable immigrants to undermine wages and working conditions for all workers. 

 
Immigrants and the Economy: 
 
Q:  Is it true that illegal immigrants don’t pay taxes and drain our economy? 
 
A: As Ben Franklin said, “Nothing is certain but death and taxes.”  Like the rest of us, undocumented 
immigrants pay taxes on their property and anything they buy.  About half of them have taxes taken out of 
their paychecks, but because our immigration system is dysfunctional, these taxes are paid under false 
Social Security numbers.  We need a new regimen in which we know who is paying taxes and can ensure 
that no one is getting a free ride. The only way to do that is to pull undocumented immigrants out of the 
shadows and get them on the right side of the law. 
 
Three state-level studies have found that undocumented immigrants pay more in taxes than they use in 
benefits.  In Iowa, undocumented immigrants pay an estimated $40 to $62 million in state taxes, while 
they and their employers contribute an additional $50 to $77.8 million in federal, Social Security, and 
Medicare taxes from which they will never benefit.  In Oregon, undocumented immigrants—who are not 
eligible for any state benefits—pay between $134 and $187 million in taxes each year.  Finally, in Texas, 
the State Comptroller found that, without undocumented residents, the gross state product in 2005 would 
have been $17.7 billion less. 
 
Immigrants and Crime:  
 
Q: Aren’t a lot of immigrants criminals? 
 
A: Any criminal, foreign or native, must be punished, but don’t assume all immigrants are bad 
guys.  Americans are justifiably concerned about crime in their neighborhoods, and immigration 
restrictionists are quick to point the spotlight at cases in which immigrants have committed horrible 
crimes.  Anyone who commits a crime should be punished, but there is ample evidence that immigrants 
are less likely than the native-born to be in prison, and high rates of immigration are not associated with 
higher rates of crime.  In fact, the incarceration rate for native-born men age 18-39 was five times higher 
than for immigrant men in 2000. 
 
Recent studies in two immigrant-rich states, New Jersey and California, reached similar conclusions.  In 
New Jersey, U.S. citizens are twice as likely to land in prison than either legal or illegal immigrants.  And 
in California, foreign-born adults have lower incarceration rates than their native-born counterparts. 
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Immigrants and Integration:   
 
Q: Why aren’t the new immigrants assimilating like our ancestors did? 
 
A: Learning English, swearing allegiance, and buying homes—what could be more American?  
Roughly 92% of all people in the United States spoke English “very well” in 2006.  Immigrants know the 
ticket to success in this country is speaking English, and that’s why sociologists have dubbed America the 
“language grave-yard.”  Large and increasing numbers of immigrants are also becoming U.S. citizens.  
Roughly 1.4 million immigrants applied for naturalization last year alone (in the 1960s the annual average 
was 120,000).  Finally, rates of homeownership—a key indicator of entry into the American middle 
class—rise among immigrants the longer they are in the country. 
 
We need integration policies for the new century.  As our communities become more diverse, we need 
to facilitate the quick integration of newcomers.  Right now, there are long lines to get into English 
classes—immigrants want to learn English, but we need more teachers and resources to help them do so.  
Plus, citizenship backlogs are unacceptably long—14 months in some places.  We need to encourage all 
eligible immigrants to become U.S. citizens, and we must ensure that the Department of Homeland 
Security can process their applications accurately and rapidly.  One huge impediment to integration is 
lack of legal status.  It’s harder to integrate when you don’t have papers.  If we require all undocumented 
immigrants to legalize their status, and if we reform our immigration system so that all immigrants are 
here legally, it will be easier for them to integrate into U.S. society. 
 
Immigrants and Welfare:   
 
Q: Aren’t immigrants using a lot of public benefits? 
 
A: Immigrants are not the welfare queens that restrictionists would have you believe.  The truth is 
that undocumented immigrants are not eligible for most public benefits, and even legal immigrants are 
limited in what they can receive.  Most legal immigrants cannot receive federal Medicaid, Temporary 
Assistance to Needy Families (TANF), Supplemental Security Income (SSI), or food stamps during their 
first five years or longer in the United States—regardless of how long they have worked or how much 
they have paid in taxes.  Even when they are eligible for certain programs, experts say that low-income 
immigrants are less likely to receive public benefits than are U.S. citizens. 
 
Immigrants and the Environment:  
 
Q: I’ve heard immigrants are destroying the environment.  Is that true? 
 
A: Do we really think that it’s immigrants who are driving SUVs and living in McMansions?  
Restrictionists like to point the finger at immigrants, saying that they contribute to population growth and 
damage the environment.  What they don’t tell you is that our impact on the environment is determined 
not just by our numbers, but by how we use resources—our systems of production and consumption and 
the policies that shape them.  Immigrants are not the problem—the U.S. lifestyle, use of resources, and 
CO2 emissions are the problem.  We can’t single out immigrants as a cause of increased CO2 emissions in 
the United States.  Using the restrictionists’ rationale, we could choose any group of Americans—the 
wealthy, residents of a particular state, dog owners, accountants, redheads—and argue that eliminating 
that group would lower emissions.  Curbing immigration is not a solution to our very real environmental 
problems.  We need rational solutions to global climate change issues.  Simplistically blaming them on 
immigrants is not productive. 


	Q&A Cover low res
	MS Word Candidate Packet Q&A.pdf

