
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 8, 2020 
 
Statement on Fourth Circuit’s decision in Ronnie Long’s case:  
 
First, our hearts break for Ronnie, who has lost more than 43 years of his life to a wrongful 
conviction. He is innocent. His mother is sick and he should be spending his time with her, not in 
a prison for a crime he did not commit. He has already lost his father while wrongly incarcerated, 
and the State of North Carolina keeps advancing baseless arguments to compound the injustice 
that he and his family have suffered. 
 
Second, we are disappointed and saddened that the State persists with arguments the dissent 
correctly characterized as “offensive,” “ridiculous,” “nonsensical” and “meritless.” Forensic test 
results favorable to Ronnie were hidden by State actors. Law enforcement officers lied under 
oath after misleading Ronnie’s trial lawyers and burying evidence which would have cast doubt 
on this misguided prosecution. Ronnie’s conviction is not one that the Attorney General or the 
State of North Carolina should stand behind. The misconduct is simply indefensible. The 
absence of a full and fair hearing at which all of the evidence in the case could be considered is a 
taint on our criminal justice system that calls out for correction. The facts and truth have been 
obscured for far too long. 
 
We will continue to fight on Ronnie’s behalf until he is free. There is no doubt in our minds that 
that day will come. At this time, we are carefully reviewing the opinion and considering all of 
Ronnie’s legal options. Please keep Ronnie in your thoughts, as justice delayed is justice denied.  
 
Jamie Lau 
Theresa Newman  
G. Chris Olson 
Attorneys for Ronnie Long 
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