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BEYOND THE HORIZON: THE GULF OIL SPILL CRISIS
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The guLf CoAST oiL SpiLL rAiSed mAny LegAL queSTionS of imporTAnCe To The miSSiSSippi BAr BeCAuSe of The 
vAST numBer of peopLe And BuSineSSeS impACTed By The SpiLL in miSSiSSippi.

The miSSiSSippi CoLLege Law Review SympoSium wiLL Bring TogeTher LeAding SChoLArS To diSCuSS The oiL 
SpiLL CriSiS And iTS LegAL impLiCATionS And ConSequenCeS.

SCHEDULE OF EvENTS

8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. 
breakfast and Registration

8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 
“The oil Spill and the oil Pollution act”
Panel discussion featuring Professor Kenneth 
Murchison, Professor David Robertson, and 
Trudy Fisher; moderated by Betty Ruth Fox.

9:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.
break

9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.
“The oil Spill and emerging legal Concepts”
Panel discussion featuring Professors Edward Sherman, 
Byron Stier, and Jamison Colburn; moderated by 
Professor Jeffrey Jackson

10:45 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
break

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Keynote Speaker Kenneth R. Feinberg, 
Administrator of the Gulf Coast Claims Facility
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Professor Jamison Colburn
Professor of Law
Penn State university

trudy Fisher
Executive Director
Mississippi Department of environmental equality

Professor Kenneth Murchison
James E. & Betty M. Phillips Professor
Paul M. hebert law Center
louisiana State university

Professor David Robertson
W. Page Keeton Chair in Tort Law
University Distinguished Teaching Professor
university of texas at austin

Professor edward Sherman
W.R. Irby Chair & Moise S. Steeg, Jr. 
Professor of Law
tulane university law School

Professor byron Stier
Professor of Law
Southwestern law School

mODERATED BY:
betty Ruth Fox
Of Counsel
watkins & eager

Professor Jeffrey Jackson
Owen Cooper Professor of Law
Mississippi College School of law

BETTY RUTH FOx is of counsel with watkins & 
eager focusing in the areas of environmental law and 
bankruptcy.  From 1993 to 2002, betty Ruth was a 
Senior attorney with the Mississippi Department 
of environmental Quality and worked in regulation 
and enforcement in every MDeQ Program area, 
coordinating with appropriate federal, state, and 
local agencies and/or governing authorities.  after 
the brownfields law was passed in 1998, betty Ruth 
worked with the Staff drafting regulations and devel-
oping forms and procedures to place that law into 
action.  beginning in 2002, betty Ruth worked as a 
trial attorney with the Department of Justice/u. S. 
trustee Program in civil bankruptcy enforcement.

betty Ruth Fox is a member of the Mississippi bar 
and the american bar association.  She received her 
b.b.a. degree from Millsaps College and her J.D. 
degree, with distinction, from Mississippi College.    

JAmISON COLBURN is Professor of law at 
Penn State university.  Prior to teaching, Colburn was 
an enforcement lawyer for the u.S. environmental 
Protection agency and a collaborating researcher with 
the Project on Public Problem Solving at Columbia 
university, which studied the collaborative roles 
played by local and regional grassroots organizations.  
he has published widely on public lands manage-
ment, administrative law, wildlife habitat, and other 
environmental topics.  Professor Colburn is a member 
of the american institute of biological Sciences and 
the Society for Conservation biology and has served 
as a trustee of the Connecticut River watershed 
Council. 

KENNETH R. FEINBERG was designated by 
the obama administration and british Petroleum 
(bP) to serve as administrator of the gulf Coast 
Claims Facility in 2010.  he was appointed by the 
Secretary of the treasury in 2009 to serve as the Special 
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tive assistant to Senator edward M. Kennedy from 
1977 to 1979; Partner at Kaye, Scholer, Fierman, 
hays & handler from 1980 to 1993; and founded 
The Feinberg group, llP in 1993.  Mr. Feinberg is 
currently Chairman elect of the board of the RaND 
institute of Civil Justice, is Vice-Chairman of the 
board of human Rights First, and is a member of 
the board of the bazelon Center for Mental health 
law.  Mr. Feinberg has had a distinguished teaching 
career as adjunct Professor of law at the georgetown 
university law Center, university of Pennsylvania 
law School, New york university School of law, the 
university of Virginia School of law, and Columbia 
law School.  he has also taught as a visiting lecturer 
at uCla School of law, Vanderbilt university law 
School, New york law School, and Duke university 
School of law.

TRUDY FISHER was appointed executive Direc-
tor of the Mississippi Department of environmental 

Quality (MDeQ) by governor haley barbour and 
began serving January 2007.  She is the first woman 
to serve as the agency’s director.  Prior to her appoint-
ment, she was a partner with the Mississippi-based 
law firm brunini, grantham, grower & hewes, 
PllC, where she chaired the Regulatory Department 
and co-chaired the environmental Practice group.  
She also previously served as MDeQ’s general Coun-
sel.  as MDeQ’s executive Director, she manages a 
staff of more than 400 and a budget of over $250 
million.  MDeQ is responsible for protecting the 
state’s environment and administers most of the u.S. 
ePa programs, including air, water, and waste man-
agement activities; monitors, models, and regulates 
water use; and functions as the state geological survey.  
after hurricane Katrina devastated south Mississippi, 
under Fisher’s leadership, the agency implemented 
a $640 million wastewater and water infrastructure 
program for the Mississippi gulf Coast region.  Fisher 
was designated by the governor as Mississippi’s 

Master for taRP executive Compensation.  he was 
also appointed by the attorney general of the united 
States to serve as the Special Master of the Federal 
September 11th Victim Compensation Fund of 2001.  
Mr. Feinberg was the Fund administrator responsible 
for the design, implementation, and administration 
of the claims process for the hokie Spirit Memorial 
Fund following the tragic shootings at Virginia tech 
university.  Mr. Feinberg was also retained by liberty 
Mutual insurance Company and Zurich insurance 
Company to design, implement, and administer an 
alternative Dispute Resolution Program for resolving 
insurance claims arising out of hurricane Katrina 
and other hurricanes in the gulf Coast region.  Mr. 
Feinberg was appointed as Receiver in New York State 
Common Retirement Fund v. 711 Third Avenue Associ-
ates (New york Supreme Court index No. 114250/97) 
to collect and receive all rents and profits of the mort-
gaged property and to enter into leases and terminate 
or continue any contracts necessary to protect the 

mortgaged properties.  Mr. Feinberg was appointed 
in June of 2007 as the Distribution agent in United 
States Securities and Exchange Commission v. American 
International Group, Inc.,  No. 07-4199, 2009 wl 
4018924 (2d Cir. Nov. 23, 2009), responsible for 
the preparation and implementation of a Plan for the 
distribution of a Fair Fund of $800 million to eligible 
claimants.  Mr. Feinberg is an attorney and one of the 
nation’s leading experts in mediation and alternative 
dispute resolution.  he is the managing partner of 
Feinberg Rozen, llP.  Mr. Feinberg received his b.a. 
cum laude in 1967 from the university of Massachu-
setts and his J.D. in 1970 from New york university 
School of law, where he was articles editor of the 
Law Review.  he was a law Clerk for Chief Judge 
Stanley h. Fuld, New york State Court of appeals, 
from 1970 to 1972; assistant united States attorney, 
Southern District of New york from 1972 to 1975; 
Special Counsel, united States Senate Committee 
on the Judiciary from 1975 to 1980; administra-
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trustee for natural resources under the oil Pollution 
act and is tasked with leading Mississippi’s recovery 
from the Deepwater horizon oil spill.  She also serves 
as co-chair of the gulf of Mexico alliance and the 
governor’s Commission on gulf Coast Restoration.  
Fisher has been repeatedly recognized by her peers as 
one of the best lawyers in america, and the Mississippi 
Business Journal selected her as one of Mississippi’s 50 
leading business women for her environmental legal 
services accomplishments.  She is past President of the 
Mississippi bar Section on Natural Resources, energy 
and environmental law; past President of the board 
of Directors of the boys and girls Clubs of Central 
Mississippi; and is active in other civic and charitable 
endeavors.  Fisher earned a bachelor of Science degree 
from the Mississippi university for women and her 
juris doctor degree from the university of Mississippi 
School of law, where she served as editor-in-chief of 
the Mississippi Law Journal.

JEFFREY JACKSON is the owen Cooper Pro-
fessor of law at Mississippi College School of law 
in Jackson, Mississippi, where he teaches insurance, 
Civil Procedure, and Professional Responsibility and 
ethics.   his treatises include Mississippi Insurance 
Law & Practice, Mississippi Civil Procedure, Profes-
sional Responsibility & Ethics for Mississippi Lawyers 
(with Donald Campbell), Commentary on Judicial 
Ethics for Mississippi Judges (with Donald Campbell), 
and Encyclopedia of Mississippi Law (editor & lead 
author with Mary Miller).  he is the founding author 
of Mississippi Rules Annotated.   Prior to joining the 
law faculty, Professor Jackson was a litigation associ-
ate in the west Virginia law firm of Rose Padden & 
Petty, l.C.  a former judicial administrator, Professor 
Jackson served as the tom C. Clark Judicial Fellow 
(1991-1992) in the administrative office of united 
States Courts, where he provided research support for 
the united States Judicial Conference’s Committee on 
long Range Planning.   upon returning to teaching, 
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Professor Jackson served as consultant for the Commit-
tee, which produced the long Range Plan for Federal 
Courts.  Professor Jackson has served as reporter for the 
Mississippi Supreme Court advisory Committee on 
Rules (Project to Reconcile Court Rules and the Mis-
sissippi Code); as reporter to the court’s Subcommittee 
on appellate Rules; as a former bencher, secretary, and 
program chair for the Charles Clark Chapter of the 
american inns of Court; and as the founding publisher 
of the Mli Press, the university press at MC law.  he 
is a graduate of haverford College and the university 
of Pittsburgh School of law, where he was a member of 
the order of the Coif and a member of the Law Review.

KENNETH mURCHISON is the James e. and 
betty M. Phillips Professor emeritus at the Paul M. 
hebert law Center of louisiana State university.  This 
spring, he is a visiting professor at the Moritz Col-
lege of law at the ohio State university.  he earned 
his bachelor of arts degree in history (summa cum 

laude) from louisiana Polytechnic institute, his J.D. 
and M.a. degrees from the university of Virginia, 
and his S.J.D. degree from harvard law School.  
Prior to his retirement in January 2011, Professor 
Murchison taught environmental law at louisiana 
State university for almost thirty years.  he is the 
author of two books and more than forty law review 
articles and book chapters.  his most recent book, The 
Snail Darter Case: TVA Versus the Endangered Species 
Act (university Press of Kansas 2007), analyzes the 
significance of the Supreme Court’s decision in TVA 
v. Hill, 437 u.S. 153 (1978), for the development 
of environmental law and the endangered Species 
act, in particular.  his most recent articles on envi-
ronmental law are “waivers of immunity in Federal 
environmental Statutes of the twenty-First Century: 
Correcting a Confusing Mess” 32 wm. & Mary env. 
l. & Policy Rev. 355 (2008), and “learning from 
Five and a half Decades of Federal water Pollution 
Control legislation: twenty lessons for the Future,” 
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32 b.C. env. aff. l. Rev. 527 (2005).  in June 2010, 
Professor Murchison testified before the Senate envi-
ronment and Public works Committee on S. 3305, a 
bill that eliminates the cap on oil spill damages from 
offshore facilities.

DAvID ROBERTSON graduated from the law 
school at louisiana State university in 1961.  Subse-
quently, he earned ll.M. (1965) and J.S.D. (1968) 
degrees from yale law School.  his career has included 
a stint as legislative assistant to u.S. Senator Russell 
b. long (D-la.), a number of years in private law 
practice in texas (houston) and louisiana, and about 
forty-five years as a law professor.  Professor Robertson 
has been a member of the faculty of the university of 
texas School of law since 1966 (with the exception of 
1978-1983, when he was in private practice).  he has 
also taught as a visitor at many law schools, including 
lSu, leeds university in england, the university of 
london, emory university, North Carolina, iowa, 

utah, and washington university in St. louis.  Pro-
fessor Robertson’s academic specialties are torts and 
admiralty.  his torts and procedural writings have 
been relied upon by courts throughout the country 
and by the house of lords and the Supreme Court 
of australia.  his admiralty work has frequently been 
cited by the u.S. Supreme Court.  For samples of 
his recent work, see “The outer Continental Shelf 
lands act’s Provisions on Jurisdiction, Remedies, and 
Choice of law: Correcting the Fifth Circuit’s Mis-
takes,” 38 J. Mar. l. & Com. 487 (2007); “Causation 
in the Restatement (Third) of torts: Three arguable 
Mistakes,” 44 wake Forest l. Rev. 1007 (2009); 
“Punitive Damages in u.S. Maritime law: Miles, 
baker, and townsend,” 70 la. l. Rev. 463 (2010); 
“Metaphysical truth Vs. workable tort law:  adverse 
ambitions?”, 88 tex. l. Rev. 1053 (2010).  Robertson 
presently holds the w. Page Keeton Chair in tort law 
at the university of texas.  he was inducted into the 
order of the Coif in 1961 and became a member of 
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the american law institute in 1977.  in September, 
2002, he was inducted into the elite university of 
texas academy of Distinguished teachers. 

EDWARD F. SHERmAN  is professor of law 
(holding the w.R. irby Chair) and former Dean of 
tulane university law School.    before coming to 
tulane in 1996, he taught for nineteen years at the 
university of texas School of law, where he was 
the edward Clark Centennial Professor of law.    a 
graduate of georgetown university (a.b., 1959) and 
harvard law School (J.D., 1962; S.J.D., 1981), he 
clerked for a federal judge, served in the u.S. army 
Judge advocate general’s Corps, and practiced in a 
texas law firm before entering teaching.    he is co-
author of widely used casebooks on Civil Procedure, 
Complex litigation, and alternative Dispute Resolu-
tion and has published a large number of articles in 
these fields.  he has served as counsel, consultant, or 
expert witness in a large number of class actions and 

MDl and complex cases.  he has served as Chair of 
the aba task Force on Federal Preemption of State 
tort law, Disaster insurance Coverage, and Class 
action legislation.    he was awarded the american 
bar association’s 2004 Robert b. McKay law Pro-
fessor award, “in recognition of a law professor’s 
commitment to the advancement of justice, scholar-
ship, and the legal profession, demonstrated through 
outstanding contributions to the fields of tort, trial, 
and insurance law.”

BYRON STIER is Professor of law at Southwest-
ern law School in los angeles, where he has taught 
torts, legal Profession, Mass tort litigation, and 
Products liability.  Founding editor of the Mass tort 
litigation blog, Professor Stier has written numer-
ous law review articles on mass torts, which have 
been cited by federal and state courts.  he has also 
spoken at numerous scholarly conferences, co-chaired 
a law review symposium on asbestos litigation, and 
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been quoted widely in the media on mass tort issues.  
Professor Stier was named the 2009 irving D. and 
Florence Rosenberg Professor of law at Southwestern, 
in recognition of outstanding teaching, professional 
accomplishments, and service.  before entering 
academia, Professor Stier worked for seven years as 
an attorney in New york at two global law firms, 
Skadden, arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom llP and Jones 
Day, where he served on defense lead counsel teams in 
the tobacco litigation and the phenylpropanolamine 
(PPa) litigation involving cough-and-cold medica-
tions and appetite suppressants.  Professor Stier holds 
a J.D. from harvard law School, where he was Senior 
editor of the Harvard Journal of Law and Public Policy; 
an ll.M. from temple university beasley School of 
law, where he was a Freedman Fellow and lecturer 
in law; and a b.a., summa cum laude, from the uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, where he was Phi beta Kappa, 
Dean’s Scholar, and benjamin Franklin Scholar.








