
1Defendant Snipes originally requested leave to travel to Torino, Italy for the filming of this
movie.  (Doc. 509, p. 3).  In his reply, however, he specifies that filming has now been moved to
London, England.
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-vs- Case No.  5:06-cr-22-Oc-10GRJ  

WESLEY TRENT SNIPES
______________________________/

O R D E R

This case is before the Court for consideration of Defendant Snipes’ Motion for

Limited Travel for Work Obligations (Doc. 509).  The United States has filed a response in

opposition (Doc. 512), and both sides have filed reply briefs (Docs. 515, 518).

Defendant Snipes, who is currently released on bail pending the conclusion of his

appellate proceedings, seeks permission to travel outside the continental United States to

fulfill contractual obligations on two films.  Specifically, Defendant Snipes requests leave

to travel to Namibia, Africa, from April 5, 2009 through April 29, 2009 to reshoot several

scenes for the movie “Gallowwalker,” and to travel to London, England from May 4, 2009

through August 15, 2009 to film the movie “Game of Death.”1  The motion recites that

Defendant Snipes does not present a flight risk, has complied with all requirements to

appear before this Court and has returned from all prior foreign trips.  The motion also

recites that “[i]t is essential that Mr. Snipes complete this project to satisfy his civil tax
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2The Court received Defendant Snipes’ passport on December 29, 2008 (Doc. 506).
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liabilities and provide for his family.”  (Doc. 509, p. 4).  The motion further recites that

Defendant Snipes will voluntarily return to the United States upon completion of all filming,

and that he will provide additional specificity concerning the travel details and/or contractual

details relating to these two films upon request of the Court.

In its response, the United States objects to the motion on the grounds that

Defendant Snipes traveled to Dubai, United Arab Emirates, in late November 2008 without

obtaining prior permission from the Court.  On June 25, 2008, Defendant Snipes requested

permission to travel to London, England from July 13, 2008 to July 17, 2008 and to

Bangkok, Thailand for a period of eight (8) weeks beginning on September 8, 2008 (Doc.

486).  The Court granted the motion over the United States’ objections on July 2, 2008

(Doc. 491).  However, from November 18, 2008 to November 23, 2008, Defendant Snipes

also traveled to Dubai, United Arab Emirates.  The Court did not learn of this unauthorized

travel until December 3, 2008, when the Pretrial Services Officer assigned to this case filed

a Petition for Action on Conditions of Pretrial Release.  The Court granted the Petition on

December 4, 2008, directing Defendant Snipes to return to the United States by December

20, 2008 and to surrender his passport by December 24, 2008 (Doc. 505).2  Based on this

unauthorized travel (which was the subject of numerous media reports), the United States

contends that Defendant Snipes has abused the Court’s trust in a very public way, and for

that reason alone, the Court should deny the current request for international travel.
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3The Court first learned of this trip to Canada in a footnote to Defendant Snipes’ reply in
support of his present motion for leave to travel.  (Doc. 515, p. 3, n. 4).

4Defendant Snipes has filed a motion seeking leave to submit a rebuttal to the United
States’ surreply (Doc. 519), in which Defendant Snipes represents that his actions were based on
the advice of counsel, and do not represent a knowing or willful abuse of the Court’s trust.

5The United States also appears to seek reconsideration of the Court’s prior decision to
grant Defendant Snipes bail pending the resolution of his appeal.  See Doc. 512, pp. 4-11.  The
Court has already addressed all of these arguments, (Doc. 475), and the United States has not
provided any new law or facts which persuade the Court that it should change its decision.  The
Court will therefore not give these additional arguments any further consideration.

3

The United States also points out in its surreply that in addition to his trip to Dubai,

Defendant Snipes also violated his conditions of release by: (1) failing to notify his Pretrial

Services Officer when his trip to Bangkok was canceled; (2) failing to return his passport

to the Court upon cancellation of the trip; (3) traveling to Canada in October 2008 without

authorization; and (4) failing to return his passport to the Court upon return from Dubai.3

The United States again urges the Court to consider these actions to be willful violations

of Defendant Snipes’ conditions of release, an abuse of the Court’s trust, and sufficient

evidence warranting denial of the present motion.4

The United States further argues that the motion should be denied because it is

possible that the Court of Appeals could render a decision affirming Defendant Snipes’

conviction and sentence during the time that he requests to be out of the country.  In the

event such circumstances occur, the United States is concerned that Defendant Snipes will

be disinclined to return to the United States.5
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In his reply, Defendant Snipes asserts that he has not willfully disobeyed any order

of this Court, and has appeared at each scheduled proceeding during pretrial, trial, and

sentencing.  Defendant Snipes also apologizes for his too permissive interpretation of the

Court’s prior Order granting him leave to travel to London and Bangkok, and explains that

his trips to Dubai and Canada were for business purposes - primarily to discuss production

and financing issues for the “Gallowwalker” movie and two other pending film projects.  To

further assure compliance with any current and future reporting requirements, Defendant

Snipes has offered to return to the United States from Namibia before embarking to London

for the filming on “Game of Death,” and represents that he will remain in contact with his

Pretrial Services Officer in whatever manner and frequency the Court may direct.

Defendant Snipes also agrees to provide his address and telephone number to his Pretrial

Services Officer within 24 hours of arrival overseas, to check in by telephone at least

weekly, and to surrender his passport within 72 hours of his return to the United States. 

While it does appear that on two occasions Defendant Snipes exceeded his travel

conditions as set forth in his terms and conditions of release and the Court’s July 2, 2008

Order, it is also true as pointed out in Defendant Snipes’ moving papers that he has never

failed to appear at the many proceedings in this case where his presence was required.

The purpose of bail is to ensure that a defendant appears when required, and it is clear,

at least to date, that the current bail amount and existing terms and conditions of Defendant

Snipes’ release are sufficient to ensure his appearance.
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However, the United States correctly points out that there is a heightened level of

concern in this case should the Court of Appeals affirm Defendant Snipes’ conviction and

sentence while he is out of the country.  In such a case, Defendant Snipes would have an

additional incentive not to return to the United States to serve his sentence.  And on the

civil side, the Government would be handicapped in its pursuit of collections of Defendant

Snipes’ alleged income tax deficiencies.

Accordingly, upon due consideration, Defendant Snipes’ Motion for Limited Travel

for Work Obligations (Doc. 509) is GRANTED, and Defendant Snipes shall be authorized

to travel to Namibia, Africa, from April 5, 2009 through April 29, 2009 and to London,

England from May 4, 2009 through August 15, 2009 provided, however, that his conditions

of release are hereby modified to require that Defendant Snipes fully cooperate with the

Internal Revenue Service and disclose contemporaneously upon request any and all

contractual and related documents concerning the business purpose of his travel, the

anticipated revenue streams from the two films, the source of the revenue from these films,

and the time, manner, and place Defendant Snipes, his assignee(s), if any, and any entity

in which Defendant Snipes has any interest, expects to derive revenue in any form, present

or future.  In the event Defendant Snipes undertakes the requested travel set forth in this

motion, he will be deemed to have accepted and consented to these modifications of his

conditions of release without further notice or hearing.  These modifications are in addition

to, and do not amend or terminate any reporting requirements currently in existence and/or

that may be made in the future by the Pretrial Services Officer assigned to this case.
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Although the Court is granting Defendant Snipes’ current motion to travel, the Court

is in no way discounting his prior violations of his conditions of release and travel

restrictions.  Any further violations of Defendant Snipes’ conditions of release reported to

the Court by the Defendant’s supervising Pretrial Services Officer, whether such violations

are deliberate, unintentional, or based on the advice of counsel, will result in the

immediate issuance of a warrant of detention pending a hearing pursuant to 18 U.S.C. §

3143 and Fed. R. Crim. P. 46.  The Pretrial Services Officer is directed to immediately

notify the Court, in writing, of any violations of Defendant Snipes’ conditions of release,

including any conditions created to accommodate the travel permitted by this Order.

Defendant Snipes’ Unopposed Motion to File a Rebuttal to Government’s Surreply

(Doc. 519) is DENIED AS MOOT.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

DONE and ORDERED at Ocala, Florida this 31st day of March, 2009.

Copies to: Counsel of Record
Maurya McSheehy, Courtroom Deputy
Wesley Trent Snipes
Pretrial Services Officer Damion T. Davis
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