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SUMMARY 
The Office for the Promotion of Human Rights and Democracy of the Bureau of Democracy, 
Human Rights and Labor (DRL) announces a call for Statements Of Interest (SOIs) from 
organizations interested in submitting proposals for projects that promote democracy, human 
rights and the rule of law in China.  This is an initial solicitation to ascertain organizations that 
may be interested in implementing projects in China and does not constitute a Request For 
Proposals.  Organizations that are invited by DRL to submit a proposal will have an opportunity 
to expand on their SOIs at a later date. 
 
STATEMENTS OF INTEREST (SOI) 
The Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor (DRL) invites organizations to submit 
statements of interest outlining program concepts and capacity to manage projects that 
will:  foster democracy, human rights, transparency, freedom of information and expression, 
religious freedom, judicial independence, criminal and civil rule of law, civil society, freedom of 
the press, electoral reform, public participation, labor rights, and media reform in the People's 
Republic of China, Hong Kong and Taiwan.  Funding for projects in Taiwan will only be 
considered to the extent that they are matched with sources other than the United States 
government. DRL seeks to fund projects that will have a direct and lasting impact in China by 
promoting reforms and structural changes.   
 
TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS 
Statements of Interest must be submitted as two-page Word documents, single-spaced, in Times 
New Roman 12 point font with a minimum of 1-inch margins.  Submissions must conform to the 
following format requirements and include the information below: 
 
Page 1 
1) Brief description of the organization, including mission, previous work in China and/or the 
East Asia and Pacific Region 
2) Project description, including objectives and activities, and duration of project 
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3) Project outcomes and outputs, deliverables, and short-term and long-term goals  
4) Evaluation procedures 
5) An estimated budget, including program and administrative costs, percentage of indirect cost 
rate to be charged to the grant, and cost-share contributions 
6) Previous grant management experience, including grants funded with private and/or United 
States Government funding  
 
An organization may submit no more than two SOIs.  Proposals that do not meet the 
requirements above may not be considered. 



 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
The Bureau's Human Rights and Democracy Fund (HRDF) supports innovative, cutting-edge 
programs that uphold democratic principles, support and strengthen democratic institutions, 
promote human rights, and build civil society in countries and regions of the world that are geo-
strategically important to the U.S. HRDF funds projects that have the potential to have an 
immediate impact leading to long-term sustainable reforms. Projects should have potential for 
continued funding beyond HRDF resources. HRDF projects must not duplicate or simply add to 
efforts by other entities. 
 
DRL anticipates awarding grants by September 2006.  The bulk of project activities must take 
place in-country and last between 1 and 3 years.  U.S. - based activities, study tours, scholarships 
or exchange projects are strongly discouraged.  The majority of activities should address the 
PRC, Hong Kong or Taiwan directly.  Projects that have a strong academic or research focus will 
not be highly considered.  DRL strongly discourages health, technology, or scientific projects 
unless they have an explicit democracy, human rights, or rule of law component.  Projects that 
focus on commercial law or economic development will also not be highly considered. 
 
Pending availability of funds, approximately $20,000,000 is expected to be available under the 
FY 2006 Democracy Fund, Human Rights and Democracy Fund, for projects that address DRL 
objectives in China.  The Bureau anticipates making awards in amounts of $300,000 - 
$1,500,000 to support program and administrative costs required to implement these programs. 
 
APPLICANT/ORGANIZATION CRITERIA 
Organizations submitting statements should meet the following criteria: 
 
*          Be a U.S. non-profit organization meeting the provisions described in Internal Revenue 
Code section 26 USC 501(c) (3). 
 
*          Have demonstrated experience administering successful projects, preferably in 
China, the East-Asia/Pacific region, or similarly challenging program environments.  DRL 
reserves the right to request additional background information on organizations that do not have 
previous experience administering federal grant awards.  These applicants may be subject to 
limited funding on a pilot basis. 
 
*          Have existing, or the capacity to develop, active partnerships with in-country 
organization(s). 
 
*          Organizations may form consortia and submit a combined statement of interest. However, 
one organization should be designated as the lead applicant.  
 
REVIEW PROCESS 
Following a review of all submissions, organizations may be invited to submit full 
proposals.  Invitations will be based on a subjective evaluation of how the project meets the 
criteria outlined, U.S. foreign policy objectives, and the priority needs of DRL. 
 



Review criteria will include:  
1. Quality of program idea – proposals should be responsive to the solicitation and exhibit 

originality, substance, precision, and relevance to the Bureau’s mission.  
2. Program planning/ability to achieve objectives – work plan should demonstrate 

substantive activities and the organization’s capacity and planning to undertake 
them.  Objectives should be ambitious yet measurable and achievable.  

3. Impact/multiplier effect – proposed program should address long-term institution 
building with an emphasis on moving towards sustainability, directly impact the situation 
in China, and define and reach numerous audiences.  

4. Program evaluation plan – proposals should demonstrate the capacity for engaging in 
impact assessments and providing measurable outputs, outcomes, and short and long-
term goals.  

5. Institution’s record and capacity – proposals should demonstrate an institutional record of 
successful program management.  The Bureau will consider past performance of prior 
recipients and the demonstrated potential of new applicants.  

6. Cost-effectiveness – the overhead and administrative components of the proposal, 
including salaries and honoraria, should be kept as low as possible.  Cost-sharing is 
encouraged.  

 
DEADLINE AND SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS 
Applicants must submit SOIs using www.grants.gov by 11:59 p.m. Eastern Standard Time (EST) 
on February 23, 2006.  DRL will not accept proposals submitted via email, the U.S. postal 
system, Fedex, UPS and similar delivery companies, or courier. Faxed documents will not be 
accepted at any time.  
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
This call for Statements of Interest will appear on www.grants.gov and DRL’s website, 
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/ in the Requests for Grant Proposals section. 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT 
The Office for the Promotion of Human Rights and Democracy of the Bureau of Democracy, 
Human Rights and Labor, DRL/PHD. Please contact Rana Siu, 202-647-0984 for questions 
regarding democracy, human rights, freedom of information and expression, judicial 
independence, criminal and civil rule of law, civil society and public participation projects, or 
Samuel Chang, 202-647-4308 for questions regarding electoral reform, labor rights, media 
reform, and religious freedom projects.  Once the Call for Statements of Interest deadline has 
passed, Bureau staff may not discuss this competition with applicants until the SOI review 
process has been completed. 
 


