
Call for Candidate Nominations 

Legal Writing Institute Board of Directors 2008-2012 

 
 

The Legal Writing Institute is beginning its 2008 election process to fill five "director-at-

large" positions on the Institute's Board of Directors. This notice requests nominations 

and explains the nomination and balloting procedures.  Nominations will be accepted 

through February 15, ballots will be sent by March 15, 2008, and ballots will be accepted 

through April 1, 2008.  We encourage all members of LWI to consider running for a 

position on the Board.  Successful candidates will begin serving a four-year term of 

office at the board meeting scheduled for the morning of Monday, July 14, 2008. **New 

Board members are also invited and encouraged to attend the annual board retreat on 

Thursday, May 29, 2008 at Drexel College of Law in Philadelphia, PA (financial support 

will be available).  

 

The five current directors whose terms expire at that time are:  

 Dan Barnett, Boston College Law School 

 Kirstin Gerdy, Brigham Young University School of Law 

 Steven Johansen, Lewis and Clark Northwestern School of Law 

 Tracy L. McGaugh, Touro Law Center 

 Carol McCrehan Parker, University of Tennessee College of Law 

 

Those elected will join the following directors whose terms expire in 2010:  

 Kenneth D. Chestek, Indiana University School of Law - Indianapolis 

 *Susan H. Duncan, Louis D. Brandeis School of Law (current president)  

 *Linda H. Edwards, Mercer University School of Law (host school director) 

 Anne Enquist, Seattle University School of Law 

 *Ruth Anne Robbins, Rutgers School of Law-Camden (current president-elect) 

 Suzanne Rowe, University of Oregon School of Law 

 Judy Rosenbaum, Northwestern University School of Law 

 Terry Jean Seligmann, Drexel University School of Law   

 Michael R. Smith, University of Wyoming College of Law 

 Cliff Zimmerman, Northwestern University School of Law 

 

*Under the LWI bylaws, the current president-elect, Ruth Anne Robbins, will begin to 

serve a two year term as president beginning on Monday, July 14, 2008. The current 

president, Susan Hanley Duncan, will begin a two year term as immediate past president 

at that time. The remaining officers (president-elect, treasurer and secretary) will be 

elected to two year terms by the incoming Board of Directors at the Monday, July 14, 

2008 Board of Directors meeting. The host school director position, currently held by 

Linda Edwards, is elected separately.  

 

Here are details about the election procedures.  

1. Eligibility. Except for persons who are not eligible because of the term limits rule, any 

person who is a member of the Institute as of February 15, 2008, can run in this election. 

If you have questions about your membership status, contact Yonna Shaw at the Legal 



Writing Institute, Mercer University Law School, 1021 Georgia Ave., Macon, GA 31201-

6709; phone: (478) 301-2622; or email: shaw_yw@mercer.edu.  

 

2. Attendance at board meetings, conference calls, retreats and conferences. The 

Board meets twice each year in addition to having regular monthly conference calls. If 

you plan to run or to nominate someone else as a candidate, please note that the Institute 

expects members of the Board of Directors to attend the semi-annual board meetings and 

the annual retreat. The annual retreat this year is scheduled for Thursday, May 29, 2008 

in Philadelphia, PA (LWI provides support for this cost). Board members are also 

expected to attend the biennial LWI conferences and to commit themselves to work 

actively on the Institute's behalf during their time in office.  The Institute also encourages 

members of the Board of Directors to attend any board meeting scheduled during the 

AALS conference in January.  

 

3. Nominating procedures 

If you are a member of the Institute as of February 15, 2008, you may nominate yourself 

or any other Institute member as a candidate for election.  In fact, we encourage self-

nomination. You may also nominate more than one candidate.  

 

Required Contents of a Nomination Paper.  The Elections Committee will accept 

nominations in writing via e-mail only. If you nominate more than one candidate, submit 

a separate nomination for each candidate. The Institute does not prescribe a form for 

nomination papers, but a nomination must contain the following information about a 

candidate:  

1. name (as the candidate wants it to appear on the ballot); 

2. professional title; 

3. institutional affiliation; 

4. home or business address, or both; 

5. home or business phone number, or both; 

6. e-mail address; and 

7. fax number.  

 

Optional Contents of a Nomination Paper.  Nominations may also include the 

following information about a candidate:  

8. World Wide Web home-page Uniform Resource Locator (URL); and 

9. Personal statement, preferably written by the nominated individual, not to exceed 200 

words. (The Elections Committee will not edit longer statements but will simply include 

them up to the limit of 200 words.) 

 

Additional requirement when nominating someone other than yourself: If you 

nominate a person other than yourself, you must indicate in the nomination that you have 

obtained that person's permission for the nomination.  

 

4. Deadline for nominations. Only e-mail nominations sent on or before 8:00 p.m. EST 

February 15, 2008 will be accepted. The Institute will reject any nominations sent after 



that time.  The timeliness of e-mail nominations will be determined by the "Date" line in 

the message header as received.  

 

5. Where to send nominations. Send nominations to the election committee, Professor 

Jane Kent Gionfriddo,  gionfrid@bc.edu and Professor Ruth Anne Robbins, e-mail: 

Ruthanne@camden.rutgers.edu  

  

6. Election ballot format. The Election Ballots will list candidates in alphabetical order, 

with professional title and institutional affiliation. An information packet accompanying 

the ballot will include each candidate's name, title, institution, address, telephone number, 

e-mail address, fax number, and (when provided to the committee) WWW home page 

and personal statement. The packet will also identify any incumbents seeking re-election.  

 

7. Balloting procedures. If you are a member of the Legal Writing Institute as of 

February 15, 2008, you may vote in this election.  The Institute will e-mail you a ballot 

on or before March 15, 2008 via LWINET-L, the Institute’s one-way listserv of all 

members.  Only E-mail ballots will be accepted and must be "postmarked" on or before 

8:00 p.m. EST April 1, 2008.  The "postmark" date for e-mails will be the "Date" line in 

the message header as received. The ballots are returned only to Yonna Shaw, LWI 

Administrator.  

 

8. Results by April 15, 2008. The Institute will announce election results on or before 

April 15, 2008 by posting the results on the LWI listserv.     

 
9. Term Limits. Article IV, Section B, paragraph 3 of the LWI bylaws provides that "A 

Director-at-large who has served on the Board for three consecutive terms is not eligible 

for reelection until two years after expiration of the third term." One of the current 

incumbents whose term expires this year is completing a third term, and is thus ineligible 

for re-election.   

 

10. Questions and comments. If you have questions or comments about nomination or 

balloting procedures, please email the LWI Election Committee, Jane Kent Gionfriddo at 

gionfrid@bc.edu or Ruth Anne Robbins, at Ruthanne@camden.rutgers.edu. 

 


