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New Book Shows How Bush Foreign Policy Actually  
Causing Illegal Immigration, Urban Crime and  

Destabilization of the Hemisphere 
 
“Once again, Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist Andres 
Oppenheimer shows his deep understanding of the dramatic 
changes in Latin America, and the impact of America’s ongoing 
indifference to the region. For anyone seeking to understand Latin 
America’s re-emerging populism and the effects of this 
administration’s disastrous foreign policy in the region, this book 
is a must read. Oppenheimer gives his readers hope for a new 
vision in Latin America.” 
—Bill Richardson, Governor of New Mexico and presidential 
candidate 
 

 

July 23, 2007, New York – A new book out in October illustrates in detail how the 

current administration’s policy towards Latin America is actually creating the very 

immigration issues President Bush is fighting to solve. Saving the Americas: The 

Dangerous Decline of Latin America…and What the U.S. Must Do, by Pulitzer Prize-

winning Miami Herald syndicated columnist Andres Oppenheimer, due out on October 9, 

2007, highlights the Bush administration’s failure to reach out to its own neighbors in 

order to create a stable environment for the people of the United States. “When it comes 

to everyday issues that affect most Americans —whether immigration, trade, the 

environment or, increasingly, energy— no region in the world has a bigger impact on the 

United States than Latin America,” writes Oppenheimer.   

 

As an acknowledged expert on Latin America, Oppenheimer uses his experience and 

reporting skills to show how this region is becoming increasingly less important on the 

world stage, and the resulting negative effects on the lives of Americans. “This book 

began as a message to Latin Americans about the decline of their region into global 

irrelevance. But it soon became clear to me that what I was learning was equally 

important to people in the United States,” says Oppenheimer. “Though less apparent to 

most Americans —and less costly— than its blunders elsewhere in the world, the Bush 

Administration was making major mistakes in Latin America, among other things by 
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declaring the region a major U.S. priority while ignoring it almost entirely, and 

reflexively pushing free trade as if that alone would ensure hemispheric prosperity.” 

 

By comparing the successes of China and the Asian Bloc to Latin America, Oppenheimer 

clearly demonstrates how a region can rise from economic and political obscurity, to 

become a major world power, and a potential liability for the United States. “[A] key 

Chinese goal in Latin America was one that Chinese officials rarely discussed in public: 

progressively installing Chinese factories in Latin American countries which have free 

trade agreements with the United States, in order to be able to export to the United States 

through third countries if Washington ever decided to reduce its huge trade deficit by 

putting the brakes on Chinese imports.” 

 

The Spanish-language version of Saving the Americas: The Dangerous Decline of Latin 

America…and What the U.S. Must Do (Cuentos Chinos) has sold nearly 200,000 copies 

throughout Latin America and made the region to take a hard look at itself. Now the 

English version is set to cause the same reaction within the United States.   

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

ANDRES OPPENHEIMER is the Latin American editor and foreign affairs columnist 

with The Miami Herald. His syndicated column, The Oppenheimer Report, appears twice 

a week in The Miami Herald and in more than 40 U.S. and Latin American newspapers, 

including La Nacion of Argentina and Reforma of Mexico. He is a regular political 

analyst with CNN en Español, and a frequent guest at PBS' Jim Lehrer News Hour. He 

also hosts his own television talk show in Spanish on current events, Oppenheimer 

Presenta. 

 

 His previous positions at The Miami Herald included Mexico City bureau chief, foreign 

correspondent, and business writer. He previously worked for five years with The 

Associated Press in New York, and has contributed on a free-lance basis to The New York 

Times, The Washington Post, The New Republic, CBS News, and the BBC.  
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He is the co-winner of the 1987 Pulitzer Prize as a member of The Miami Herald team 

that uncovered the Iran-Contra scandal. He won the Inter-American Press Association 

Award twice (1989 and 1994); the 1997 award of the National Association of Hispanic 

Journalists; the 1993 Ortega y Gasset Award of Spain's daily El País; the 1998 Maria 

Moors Cabot Award of Columbia University; the 2001 King of Spain Award, given out 

by the Spanish news agency EFE and King Juan Carlos I of Spain; and an Overseas Press 

Club Award in 2002. The Ortega y Gasset and the King of Spain awards are the two most 

prestigious journalism awards in the Spanish-speaking world.  

 

Born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, he studied law for four years at the University of 

Buenos Aires' Law School, and moved to the United States in 1976 with a fellowship 

from the World Press Institute. After a year at Macalester College in St. Paul, Minnesota, 

he obtained a Master's degree in Journalism from Columbia University in New York in 

1978. 

 

Oppenheimer was selected by the Forbes Media Guide as one of the “500 most important 

journalists” of the United States in 1993, and by Poder magazine as one of the “100 most 

powerful people” in Latin America in 2002. 

 

For more information on Andres Oppenheimer: www.AndresOppenheimer.com 
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