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Guatemalan workers subjected to forced labor 
in Granby, Connecticut 

 
February 8, 2007 
 
 NEW HAVEN, CT – Twelve Guatemalan workers filed suit today in federal court 
against Imperial Nurseries, a commercial nursery business based in Granby, Connecticut, 
as well as its parent corporation, Griffin Land & Nurseries of New York, and their agent 
and labor recruiter, Pro Tree Forestry Services of North Carolina.  The workers allege 
that these employers exploited and defrauded them in the spring and early summer of 
2006 by recruiting them on false pretenses to work in the United States and trapping 
them, once here, in a labor trafficking and exploitation scheme.  The workers seek legal 
redress under the Trafficking Victims Protection Act, federal, state, and international 
labor laws, and federal racketeering laws. 
 
 The twelve workers had been promised jobs planting pine trees in North Carolina. 
Relying on this promise, they lawfully obtained H2-B visas and plane tickets to the 
United States.  Upon arrival the workers were put in a van and transported, without 
explanation and without their consent, to Connecticut.  Defendants forced the men to 
labor in Imperial Nurseries’ fields for an average of nearly 80 hours each week, paying 
them far below the federal and state minimum wage.  Defendants confiscated the 
workers’ passports to prevent their escape; restricted the workers’ travel and 
communication with the outside world; deprived the workers of emergency medical care; 
made fraudulent claims about their ability to effectuate the workers’ arrest, 
imprisonment, and deportation by U.S. law enforcement authorities; and generally 
perpetrated a campaign of coercion, fraud, and psychological and verbal abuse designed 
to keep the workers under their control.  Isolated, unable to speak English, and unfamiliar 
with their rights under U.S. law, the workers felt powerless to escape.   
 
  “These men were terrified of what would happen to them if they left the nursery, 
but they fled because they could no longer tolerate their working and living conditions,” 
said Laura Huizar of Junta for Progressive Action, Inc., a Latino service organization in 
New Haven, which was contacted by some of the men.  “I never expected that we would 
encounter a case of human trafficking in the state of Connecticut.” 
 
 “These workers came here lawfully to earn a living and support their families,” 
said Nicole Hallett, a Yale Law School student.  “Instead, they were defrauded and 
trapped into conditions of forced labor.” 
 
 The workers are represented by the Jerome N. Frank Legal Services Organization 
at Yale Law School and Pine Tree Legal Assistance of Bangor, Maine. 


