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Course Description

Professor Stephen Yale-Loehr

Fall 2005

This seminar will cover selected topics in immigration and refugee law and policy.  It does not purport to present a comprehensive survey of these vast topics.  Nor does it emphasize the more formal, technical aspects of day-to-day immigration law practice.

Most required reading in the course will be assigned from the casebook, Thomas Alexander Aleinikoff, David Martin & Hiroshi Motomura, Immigration and Citizenship: Process and Policy (West Pub. Co. 5th ed. 2003), which is available at the Cornell campus store.  Readings in the Aleinikoff, Martin & Motomura casebook are designated as "AM&M." There are also additional reading materials, most of which are posted on Blackboard at http://blackboard.cornell.edu/. Access to the immigration statute and regulations are on the Blackboard site through the External Links button.

Most materials and assignments for the course will be posted on Blackboard. You should check that site daily for updates.  You can also participate in a discussion board and email threads through that site.

For those who wish to supplement the required readings, see Charles Gordon, Stanley Mailman & Stephen Yale-Loehr, Immigration Law and Procedure (LexisNexis/Matthew Bender), a multi-volume treatise on immigration law; Interpreter Releases, a weekly newsletter that covers current immigration law; Bender’s Immigration Bulletin, a twice-monthly newsletter covering current immigration law developments; and Immigration Briefings, a monthly monograph on immigration law issues.  All these items are on reserve at the circulation desk in the library.  Immigration Law and Procedure and Bender’s Immigration Bulletin are also on Lexis; Interpreter Releases and Immigration Briefings are on Westlaw. 

Class discussion based on careful reading of the assigned materials is an integral part of the course.  There will also be occasional brief written exercises, and a mock congressional hearing for which you will have to prepare.  I will also ask one or more of you each week to make copies of a newspaper or magazine article to share with the class.

It may be necessary to reschedule a few classes during the semester.  Make-up classes will be announced in due course.  One or two of them may consist of a separate session with a guest speaker.

For purposes of the seminar, I shall set the agenda for the discussion and shape the discussion in class, but I expect extensive student participation in developing the ideas and analyzing the materials in class.  In the syllabus, I indicate some of the questions I plan to use as the main foci of the class discussions.  You should read the materials with these questions in mind, but I may also raise other questions.  I hope you will too.

Please note that the timetable on the syllabus on Blackboard is only a rough approximation and prediction.  The schedule remains subject to change in light of the flow of class discussion and new developments.  

A paper is required as part of the seminar.  It should be 25-30 pages long, including footnotes.  A one-page outline of your topic is due Friday, September 30.  A complete first draft is due Monday, October 31.  The final paper is due Friday, December 16.  I will not accept extensions on any of these deadlines.

The paper will count as one-half of your final grade.  Class participation and various short written exercises over the semester will be one-half of the grade.  Some of these exercises will be submitted via e-mail to me.  My e-mail address is SWY1@cornell.edu.

I should usually be in my office (Room 119, 255-5846) on Mondays from 1:00-4:00 p.m. if you have any questions.  My secretary is Jan Rose (Room 115; 255-3986).  You can call me at other times at 273-4200, ext. 318 (work) or 257-4124 (home), or e-mail me.



