
Barcelona
Beyond Affordable Housing: 

An Interdisciplinary Multinational 
Approach to Adequate Housing Options

Center for the Comparative Study of Metropolitan Growth
Atlanta

University of Barcelona
Barcelona

In cooperation with
Tulane University Law School

Payson Center for International Development
New Orleans

What is 

Julian Juergensmeyer
jjuergensmeyer@gsu.edu
404-413-9197

Karen Johnston (J.D. ’08)
kjohnston3@gsu.edu
404-413-9175

Colin Crawford
colin.crawford@tulane.edu
504-865-5240

Questions? Study Space VII
Barcelona

Study Space VII
Barcelona

May 5-9

Study Space is a weeklong intensive workshop in which 
scholars, government representatives and private sector 
professionals develop solutions to legal, social and 
policy challenges in urban areas.

The setting for Study Space VII is Barcelona. Its 
theme is Beyond Affordable Housing: An Interdisciplinary 
Multinational Approach to Adequate Housing Options. All 
lectures will be in English or have English translation.

Study Space is unique because:

•	 Participation is limited to a small group of 
international scholars and professionals selected 
from a variety of disciplines.

•	 The program examines and provides 
recommendations for a defined set of challenges 
facing the host city.

•	 Study Space promotes active learning and 
problem-solving through research, site visits 
and group discussions with local academics, 
nongovernment organizations and government 
officials.

•	 Participants contribute scholarly articles for 
publication in a journal distributed to an 
international audience.

Study Space?
Application Deadline: 

Friday, Feb. 7
law.gsu.edu/studyspaceVII



Cost
The program fee is $900 and includes scheduled group meals, speaker honoraria, and 
field visits. Hotel, airline tickets and airport ground transportation must be purchased 
separately. A block of hotel rooms will be reserved for Sunday through Friday nights and 
is estimated to be $850 including breakfast each day. Participants will be responsible 
for booking their hotel rooms by Tuesday, Feb. 11. Participants are responsible for their 
passports and visas. The program fee is due in full by Monday, April 1.

Expectations
One month before Study Space VII begins, participants receive reading materials and 
are expected to have studied the materials prior to arrival in Barcelona. 

Attendees are expected to participate fully, including daily lectures, field visits, group 
discussions and dinners. Participants will be expected to lead at least one structured 
lecture or group discussion and are invited to submit topics.

Participants must submit one original article that relates to the Study Space VII 
theme: Beyond Affordable Housing: An Interdisciplinary Multinational Approach to  
Adequate Housing Options. The papers will be published in a symposium format and 
distributed worldwide.

Barcelona
From1998 to 2007, Spain experienced 
a housing boom spurred by declining 
interest rates, lax mortgage lending 
conditions, real estate speculation and 
foreign investment that caused home 
prices to triple. The bubble burst in 
2007, leaving Spain with $470.1 billion 
(37 percent of the country’s GDP) in 
excess housing and 25 percent lower 
home values, resulting in a massive 
financial crisis. Spain has the highest 
unemployment rate in the European 
Union with nearly 25 percent of the 
population out of work.    

Court-ordered evictions are at an all-time 
high. Homeless People Care Network 
estimates Barcelona has 2,791 homeless 
people, a 32 percent increase since 
2008. The numbers would be higher 
if not for critical partnerships between 
the city, nongovernment organizations 
and charities and the rapid expansion of 
emergency and supportive housing units. 
However, much work remains to be done.    

Using Barcelona as a case study, 
participants will explore: 

•	 Barriers to affordable housing, such as 
zoning and land use laws

•	 Optimal siting of affordable housing, 
including access to infrastructure and 
services, and redeveloping low-profitability
spaces

•	 Habitability and creating healthy 
environments

•	 Protection from forced eviction
•	 Housing discrimination 
•	 The right to housing
•	 Homelessness, including laws and policies 

that serve as barriers to ending it

Proposed Schedule
Monday, May 5  
Challenges in Land Use and Affordable 
Housing
•	 Site Visit:  Historic District of Barcelona

•	 Lunch and dinner included

Tuesday, May 6  
Affordable Housing, Social Mix and Cities
•	 Site Visit:  Comparison of Two Social Housing 

Developments

•	 Group Discussion

•	 Lunch included

Wednesday, May 7 
Right to Legally Enforceable Housing
•	 Site Visit:  Catalan Ombudsman (Public Institution 

Charged with Protecting Human Rights)

•	 Free afternoon for sightseeing or personal research

Thursday, May 8
Evictions and Housing Finance
•	 Site Visit:  Public Agency that Assigns Emergency 

Social Housing in Barcelona

•	 Lunch included

Friday, May 9
Homelessness and Strategies for Helping 
Vulnerable Populations
•	 Site Visit:  Homeless Shelter

•	 Group Discussion

•	 Lunch and dinner included

Barcelona, part of Catalonia, is one of the most densely 
settled cities in Europe. It is the wealthiest of Spain’s 17 regions and 
generates one-fifth of the national economic output.
•	 City Limits: 1.6 million people in 39 square miles
•	 Metropolitan area: 4.5 million people in 310 square miles
•	 Economy: $260 billion




