
•   Learn best practice models for building skills and 
values in legal teaching

•   Explore context-based learning strategies in dynamic 
practice areas

•   Discuss innovative techniques to prepare students 
for the challenges of law practice

Thursday, May 5, 2011 • 8:30am – 5:00pm EST
New York State Judicial Institute 
at Pace Law School, 78 N. Broadway 
White Plains, New York

PRACTICALLY 
GROUNDED
Best Practices for Skill Building in 
Teaching Land Use, Environmental,  
and Sustainable Development Law

Pace Law School and Albany Law School
Present
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PRACTICALLY GROUNDED: Best Practices for Skill 
Building in Teaching Land Use, Environmental, and 
Sustainable Development Law
Law professors are making great strides in preparing students for the 
practice of law, particularly in courses on land use, environmental, and 
sustainable development law where real world connections are abundant 
and tangible. This conference offers professors an opportunity to showcase 
and explore context-based learning strategies in these dynamic practice 
areas. Presentations will cover methods that respond to recommendations 
of the MacCrate Report, Legal Education and Professional Development-
An Educational Continuum, the Carnegie Foundation’s Educating Lawyers: 
Preparation for the Profession of Law, CLEA’s Best Practices for Legal 
Education, and the steady call from legal employers to prepare students for 
the challenges they will face in practice. 

CONFERENCE-RELATED ANNOUNCEMENTS
Rediscovering Sustainable Development Law – Coming Soon
In October 2010, academics and attorneys attended a Pace Land Use 
Law Center conference on sustainable development law, which traced its 
evolution and its connections with land use, real estate, environmental, 
energy, and climate change law. The Pace Environmental Law Review issued 
a call for papers on the subject and will publish a themed edition on the Law of 
Sustainable Development this spring. Over the past ten years, there has been 
a gradual increase in the frequency and range of topics covered by articles 
on sustainable development law. This themed edition is designed to illustrate 
the types of concerns and problems that scholars are now addressing and 
to document what the field of sustainable development law is becoming. 
Articles have been accepted by scholars both seasoned and fresh. Copies of 
this volume will be held for distribution to interested professors. If you would 
like to reserve your copy, at no charge, please contact Ann Marie McCoy at 
amccoy@law.pace.edu. 

Related Conference On May 6th at Pace Law School
Register separately for a conference on Teaching International Law Beyond 
the Classroom: Engaging Students in Experiential Learning, in Web 2.0, 
and in Historical and Empirical Research, co-sponsored by the Teaching 
International Law Interest Group of the American Society of International Law 
and by the American Branch of the International Law Association. To register 
and to obtain the full conference agenda, please go to asil.org and click on the 
“Events” page.
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PRACTICALLY 
GROUNDED
Best Practices for Skill Building in 
Teaching Land Use, Environmental,  
and Sustainable Development Law

Thursday, May 5, 2011 • 8:30am – 5:00pm EST



PROGRAM
8:00am  Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:30am  Welcome and Introductory Remarks

John R. Nolon, James D. Hopkins Professor of Law, Counsel to the Land Use 
Law Center, Director of the Kheel Center on the Resolution of Environmental 
Interest Disputes, Pace Law School

Patricia E. Salkin, Raymond and Ella Smith Distinguished Professor of Law, 
Associate Dean, Director of the Government Law Center, Albany Law School

9:00am  Overview discussion on the history and context of skill and value 
teaching in law schools, what is known about best practices, their pros and 
cons, and resolving tension with “lost” doctrinal coverage.

Jill I. Gross, Professor of Law, Director of Legal Skills, Pace Law School

Mary A. Lynch, Clinical Professor of Law, Director of the Center for Excellence 
in Law Teaching, Editor of the Best Practices for Legal Education Blog, Albany 
Law School

Vanessa H. Merton, Professor of Law, Faculty Supervisor to the Immigration 
Justice Clinic, Pace Law School

9:40am  Clinics and Values

Jamie Baker Roskie, Managing Attorney, University of Georgia Land Use Clinic

Values as Part of the Clinical Experience – Lawyering is a value-laden 
activity: individual lawyers (and law students) have value systems that 
intersect, but do not always agree, with the values of their clients and their 
law firms (or clinics). How do we help students realize and compare their own 
value systems with those operating around them, determine and assess the 
commonalities and differences, and deal with the tensions?

Michael H. Burger, Associate Professor, Roger Williams University School of 
Law

Psychological Intelligence as a Lawyering Skill: Integrating Students’ Values 
into Doctrinal Analysis of Environmental Law & Policy – Classes introducing 
the economic, ecological, and ethical value systems that predominate in the 
field of environmental law provide opportunities to explore and develop an 
often-overlooked aspect of lawyering: the psychological, and in particular 
the intra-personal, intelligence necessary to perform the relational work of 
advocacy. 

Moderator, Vanessa H. Merton

10:50am  Break

11:05am  Stakeholders and Role Playing

Karl S. Coplan, Professor of Law, Co-director of the Environmental Litigation 
Clinic, Pace Law School

Teaching Environmental Law Skills Through Interest Group Role-Playing –  
Assigning students to adopt the perspective of various players in 
the regulatory process, such as agency lawyer, industry lawyer, and 
environmental NGO lawyer, helps make this complex interaction more 
accessible to students and provides an entrée into the skills of statutory 
interpretation and regulatory implementation.

Andrea L. McArdle, Professor of 
Law, City University of New York 
School of Law

Learning in Context: Land Use 
and Community Lawyering – 
Preparing students to represent 
community stakeholders in land-use 
controversies benefits from an 
approach that is (1) historically 
situated, (2) literally grounded, one 
that maps and walks neighborhoods 
slated for development to promote a 
more textured understanding of their 
political economy, social dynamics, 
and built environment, and (3) 
collaborative, building on group case 
studies of the impact of development 
projects on local communities. 

Moderator, Mary A. Lynch

12:15pm  Lunch

1:00pm  Research and Writing

Dwight H. Merriam, FAICP, CRE, Adjunct Faculty, Vermont Law School, 
Robinson & Cole LLP

Out of the Nest: Getting Students Published – Through an intense process 
of issue selection, research, coaching, outline and draft submission, and 
co-critiquing, students learn: quick research methods, writing for broad 
audiences of lawyers and other professionals, producing against deadlines, 
taking constructive criticism from peers, giving critical reviews, how their work 
compares to others’, and ultimately winning strategies to getting published.

Matthew J. Festa, Associate Professor, South Texas College of Law

Research and Writing as Best Practices in Teaching Land Use – A focus on 
academic research and writing in a land use class can achieve certain goals 
within the concepts of the best practices movement in legal education because 
land use is at its essence both an interdisciplinary and a practical subject.

Moderator, Jill I. Gross

2:10pm  Break

2:25pm  Science and Other Disciplines

Jessica Owley, Associate Professor, University at Buffalo Law School, The 
State University of New York

Distributed Graduate Seminars – Universities in six states are teaching 
coordinated interdisciplinary seminars on conservation easements and climate 
change in which students and faculty study relevant science, determine 
whether current land conservation laws and institutions are up to the task, and 
ascertain how those laws and institutions can be improved. Students work with 
interdisciplinary teams and train in social science research and data collection.

Jonathan D. Rosenbloom, Assistant Professor of Law, Drake University Law 
School

Now We’re Cooking! 
Adding Practical 
Application to the Recipe 
for Teaching Sustainability 
& Assessing Performance 
– This presentation 
explores how to use real-
life representation to teach 
a cutting-edge area of law 
and policy. The professor 
will discuss varying 
ingredients, recipes, 
and outcomes, starting 
with course objectives, 
substantive inputs, and 
structure (including order 
and flow), as well as 
in-class engagement and 
active learning pedagogies, 
such as immersion, 
collaborative learning, 
guests speakers, and peer 
dialog. 

Moderator,  
Patricia E. Salkin

3:35pm Problem Solving

Keith H. Hirokawa, Assistant Professor of Law, Albany Law School

Teaching Law from the Dirt – This presentation illustrates the thesis of 
Practically Grounded by offering ways to teach local environmental law 
through actual and local problems. In such a course, students can go to 
the dirt to grasp legal structure while engaging the local government to 
understand the operation of local regulation.   

Michael E. Lewyn, Assistant Professor, Florida Coastal School of Law

Experiential Learning through Field Trips and Speakers – For several years, 
the professor has taught a seminar on suburban sprawl and the law. He will 
discuss students’ field trips to walkable neighborhoods and explain how guest 
speakers are introduced to the course. 

Moderator, John R. Nolon

4:45pm Closing Remarks – Practically Grounded: The Way Forward

John R. Nolon and Patricia E. Salkin 

REGISTRATION FORM 
Deadline for Registration is APRIL 29.

Registration Types and Fees: 
 Registration Fee               $75
 CLE (6.5 Skills credits)     $100 (additional)*

* For questions about financial aid for CLE credits, please contact 
Pace CCLE at (914) 422-4062.

Cancellation Policy:  In order to receive a refund, please send a 
fax to (914) 422-4011 seventy-two hours prior to program start to 
cancel registration.

Name

Company

Address

Phone

Fax

Email*

*Email address is required in order to receive a confirmation.

An electronic registration form is available at 
www.law.pace.edu/landuse.

Mail, fax, or email completed registration form to:
Ann Marie McCoy
Land Use Law Center
78 North Broadway, White Plains, NY 10603
Fax: (914) 422-4011 · Email: landuse@law.pace.edu  

Make checks payable to:  Land Use Law Center

Check enclosed in the amount of $

r Visa      r MasterCard      r Amex

No.

Exp. Date

Signature

For Multiple Registrations, please duplicate this form.


