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This class will introduce you to the law governing the international protection of refugees,
asylum-seekers, internally displaced people, and others who leave their homes as a result of
past harm or future risks. It will focus mostly on U.S. and international law, while also
drawing on comparisons from national and regional protection systems around the world.
Some background in U.S. administrative law and public international law will be helpful but
is not required.

1 Course Material

We will follow Martin, Aleinikoff, Motomura, and Fullerton, Forced Migration: Law and Pol-
icy (Thomson/West 2007) (MAMF casebook) as well as that book’s January 2012 update
memo (MAMF supp.). We will also read the 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 Proto-
col, the 1954 and 1961 Statelessness Conventions, the Convention Against Torture (CAT),
the UNHCR Handbook, a short excerpt from Goodwin-Gill and McAdam, The Refugee in
International Law (3d ed. 2007), and relevant provisions of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (INA) and the Code of Federal Regulations.

Apart from the MAMF casebook, all of this material is available on the course website.
You may find it useful to obtain a copy of Immigration and Nationality Laws of the United
States: Selected Statutes, Regulations and Forms (West 2012), but this is not essential.

2 Class preparation

You are expected to come to each class prepared to discuss that session’s reading assignment.
A number of these assignments include exercises from the MAMF casebook, and you should
also be prepared to discuss these (but you will not be asked for written submissions). The
full schedule of assignments is listed in the table at the end of this document.
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3 Grading and Final Examination

Your grade will be based on a closed-book, proctored final examination and may be adjusted
up or down by, at most, a half of a letter depending on the quality of your classroom
participation throughout the semester. Quality participation, for this purpose, does not
mean finding the “right” answer or never backing away from a position you have taken,
but rather engaging constructively in the discussion after having thought through and even
struggled with the material.

You are free to take this course on a pass/fail basis to the extent that this is consistent
with Brooklyn Law School policy.

4 Schedule and Reading Assignments

The class will meet on Mondays at 6:00-7:50 PM and Wednesdays at 8:00-9:50 PM, following
a “Wednesday alternate week 1” schedule with the following modifications: The classes that
would have fallen on 11/26, 11/28, and 12/3 will be held instead on 8/29, 9/12, and 10/3.
(Please let me know if you will not be available on any of these dates and I will make alternate
arrangements for you.) The full schedule and the assignments for each session are listed in
the table at the end of this document.

5 Office Hours and Contact Information

I will hold office hours on Mondays from 8:00-9:00 PM in room 824. I am also happy to
answer questions outside of office hours, but I will not be on the Brooklyn Law School campus
every day, so please e-mail me if you would like to schedule an appointment.

Email: john.palmer@brooklaw.edu
Office when not at BLS: 284 Wallace Hall, Princeton University

2



Forced Migration Syllabus

Assignment Table

class topics assignment
8/20 (M) introduction; back-

ground
MAMF casebook 1-51, supp. 1-4

8/22 (W) underlying values;
US law

MAMF casebook 51-88, supp. 5-9; Refugee Convention
and Protocol (skim); UNHCR Handbook ¶¶ 28-31

8/27 (M) persecution I MAMF casebook 96-142, supp. 18-22; Refugee Convention
Art. 1A, UNHCR Handbook ¶¶ 28-31, 37-65, 164-88, INA
§ 101(a)(42); 8 C.F.R. § 1208.13(b)(2)-(3)

8/29 (W)* persecution II MAMF casebook 142-88, supp. 23-27; 8 C.F.R. §
1208.13(b)(1)

9/5 (W) grounds I MAMF casebook 189-255, supp. 28-31, UNHCR Hand-
book ¶¶ 66-76, 80-86

9/10 (M) grounds II MAMF casebook 255-95, supp. 31-45; UNHCR Handbook
¶¶ 77-79

9/12 (W)* gender I MAMF casebook 296-326, supp. 46-50
9/19 (W) gender II MAMF casebook 326-67, supp. 50
9/24 (M) exclusion MAMF casebook 368-429, supp. 51-67; Refugee Conven-

tion Art. 1D-F; UNHCR Handbook ¶¶ 140-63; INA §§
101(a)(42), 208(a)(2), 208(b)(2); 8 C.F.R. §§ 1208.13(c),
1208.15

10/1 (M) cessation MAMF casebook 429-47, supp. 67; Refugee Convention
Art. 1C; UNHCR Handbook ¶¶ 111-39; INA § 208(c)

10/3 (W)* nonrefoulement I MAMF casebook 448-87, supp. 68-71; Refugee Conven-
tion Art. 33; CAT Art. 3, INA § 241(b)(3), 8 C.F.R. §§
1208.16-1208.18

10/8 (M) nonrefoulement II MAMF casebook 487-510, supp. 71-72
10/10 (W) adjudication I MAMF 511-567, supp. 73-84; UNHCR Handbook ¶¶ 189-

223; INA § 208(b)(1)(B)
10/15 (M) adjudication II MAMF 567-87, supp. 84-85
10/22 (M) adjudication III;

visas and interdic-
tion

MAMF 588-621, supp. 86; prepare questions on adjudi-
cation for special guest from the New York Immigration
Court

10/24 (W) access to proce-
dures

MAMF 621-54, supp. 87-88, INA § 235(b)(1)

10/29 (M) durable solutions I MAMF 655-702, supp. 89-101
11/5 (M) durable solutions II MAMF 702-16; Goodwin-Gill & McAdam 489-502
11/7 (W) beyond asylum I MAMF 717-35, supp. 102-3
11/12 (M) beyond asylum II MAMF 735-62
11/19 (M) statelessness; con-

clusions; review
1954 and 1961 Statelessness Conventions (skim); MAMF
763; review notes

‘*’ indicates modification to the normal “Wednesday alternate week 1” schedule
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