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On September 14, the faculty 

of the University of Denver’s 
Sturm College of Law voted to 
extend 405(c) status to all 
writing faculty.  Professors in 
both the first-year and upper-
level writing programs are now 
eligible for five-year, presump-
tively-renewable contracts 
with full governance rights 
(excepting tenure and promo-
tion).  This news drew a round 
of enthusiastic thanks and 

congrats: 

~~~ 

I am pleased to report that . . 

. our faculty voted overwhelm-

ingly this afternoon to extend 

405(c) status to all writing 

faculty.  This includes our 

first year writing faculty - who 

teach in the Program we call 

Lawyering Process - and the 

upper level writing faculty as 

well. The new review stan-

dards provide for five year 

presumptively renewable con-

tracts with full governance 

rights (excepting tenure and 

promotion).  It has been a 

long effort, and it would likely 

not have happened without 

the help provided by many 

members of this community, 

including (most recently) 

Mary Beth Beazley, Ian Gal-

lacher, and John Mollenk-

amp.  If your school is cur-

rently considering taking this 

step, please feel free to con-

tact me so I may "pay it for-

ward."  Thank you, 

~David I. C. Thomson, Uni-

versity of Denver Sturm 

College of Law 

~~~ 

 

 

We owe a real debt of grati-

tude to our Dean, Marty 

Katz.  He appointed several 

highly respected faculty 

members to the Committee 

charged with drafting the 

proposal.  He then took an 

active leadership role in lob-

bying for the proposal includ-

ing circulating a detailed 

memo outlining his reasons 

for supporting 405(c) status.  

KK DuVivier, a pioneer and 

highly respected member of 

the writing community, 

served on the committee and 

was a steadfast advocate and 

leader in the process.  Celia 

Taylor, chair of the Commit-

tee, consistently advocated 

for an expanded view of 405

(c).  In addition, Fred 

Cheever, our Associate 

Dean, and faculty members 

Rachel Arnow-Richman and 

Roberto Corrada were out-

spoken in their support of 

equity for writing faculty.  In 

addition, an overwhelming 

number of faculty members 

voted in favor of the proposal 

granting presumptively re-

newable five-year contracts 

and voting rights.  Without 

our enlightened Deans and 

faculty, this would not have 

happened. ~Tanya Bartholo-
mew, University of Denver 

Sturm College of Law 

~~~ 

Congratulations on moving 

your program forward.  It 

took a lot of work and you 

did it in record time. ~Judy 
Rosenbaum, Northwestern 

University School of Law 

 

 

 

Many 

thanks are 

due to our 

director, 
David 

Thomson, 

who also 

worked on 

the com-

mittee that put forth the pro-

posal and worked tirelessly, as 

he always does, lobbying the 

rest of the faculty to support the 

proposal.  Thanks David!  

~Suzanna Moran, University 
of Denver Sturm College of 

Law 

~~~ 

As soon as this good news about 

Denver hit the listserv, it was 

forwarded to the committee at 

Widener that is currently con-

sidering long term contracts for 

us.  So congratulations David, 

and thank you, for hopefully 

making our battle a little bit 

easier!  ~Anna Hemingway, 
Widener University School of 

Law 

~~~ 

At a time when most institu-

tions of higher education are 

looking for ways to cut back on 

terms of employment, Dave's 

crew is moving up.  Way to go 

Dave! ~Sue Liemer, Southern 
Illinois University 

Congratulations!!  The commu-

nity support and faculty buy-in 

are crucial, and it sounds as if 

you had both.  ~Nancy Soon-
paa, Texas Tech University 

School of Law 
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About the Thanks and 

Congrats Newsletter 

 This newsletter was created by the 

Listserv Committee to encour-

age the movement of thanks 

and congrats from the Listserv 

to a periodic newsletter. 

 Members should still share good 

news on the listserv, but please 

include an e-mail address for  

private follow-up messages. 

 Please submit your announcement 

of news and honors to members 

of the LWI community to                  

lwinewsupdate@gmail.com to be 

published in future editions of 

this newsletter. 

 Volume 1, Issue 2 was compiled 

and edited by Michelle Cue and 

Allison Ortlieb of DePaul Uni-

versity. Daphne O’Regan of 

Michigan State conducted 

thorough  editing attention to 

the compiled issue.  Thanks to 

Michelle, Allison, and Daphne, 

all members of the LWI Listserv 

committee.  Thanks to the 

committee’s LWI Board Liaison, 

Judy Rosenbaum of Northwest-

ern, for working through logis-

tics about posting this newslet-

ter to the LWI Website.  A full 

roster of the Committee and its 

contact information appears at 

page 5 of this newsletter; a note 

from the committee’s tech chair, 

Kim Phillips, Texas Tech, ap-

pears at page 6.  ~ Kathryn 

Sampson, University of Arkan-

sas, listserv committee chair. 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Monograph Series 2 

Progression 2 

Publications 3 

Career Achievements 4 

Conferences 4 

Awards and Honors 5 

Emails; Follow-up Contacts 5 

Thanks & Congrats !  

 

David Thompson 

mailto:lwinewsupdate@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank all of the people who have 

helped make this project a reality.  First, I am 

grateful to the Editorial Board for Volume One, 

who were also the members of the original 

Monograph Series Committee:  Susan DeJar-

natt from Temple, Steve Johansen from Lewis 

and Clark, Alison Julien from Marquette, and 

Kathy Vinson from Suffolk.  These individuals 

worked long hours on the original proposal to 

create this series—adopted by the LWI Board in 

2008—as well as on getting the volume up on 

the web site.  I also want to thank, for all their 

support during the process of finalizing this first 

volume, the LWI Board; President Ruth Anne 

Robbins; David Thomson, Chair of the Website 

and Communication Committee; Mimi Samuel 

of Seattle, Chair of the Website Subcommittee; 

Brooke Bowman of Stetson; Kristin Gerdy and 

Wayne Schneider of BYU; and Joan Shear of 

BC.  Finally, I would like to thank Joe Op-

pegaard of Montana Banana, our website com-

pany. 

~Jane Kent Gionfriddo, Boston College Law  
School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~~~ 

Congratulations to Jane, the committee, and all 

of the inspiring authors whose work is repre-

sented in this monograph. What a wonderful 

way to collect the works that should be required 

reading for everyone in our field, and what a 

cool way for us to be able to access them. Out-

standing! ~Coleen M. Barger, Univ. of Arkan-
sas at Little Rock, Bowen School of Law      

~~~          

Bravo to the committee!  I've just forwarded the 

link to the faculty at Touro since pretty much 

everyone has to critique student writing in some 

form or another.   (And I might have pointed out 

that we're only second to AALS in our member-

ship numbers . . .)  Thanks to Jane and the 

committee!   ~Tracy McGaugh, Touro       

~~~          

This is a wonderful resource - thanks so much 

to everyone who put it together!   ~Vangie 
(Evangeline G. Abriel), Santa Clara University 

School of Law 
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The Legal Writing Department at Cleveland-

Marshall College of Law hosted language expert 

extraordinaire Terri LeClercq for a two-day visit 

on September 21 and 22. Terri conducted ses-

sions with the law review, faculty, and students 

emphasizing the need for comprehensive com-

position and writing training and highlighting 

the dangers of imprecise writing.  Cleveland-

Marshall hopes to be able to continue hosting a 

Legal Writing scholar on a yearly basis and was 

grateful to have Terri as its first speaker. 

~Karin Mika, Cleveland-Marshall 

Kudos! 

Writers featured 

in Volume I of the 

monograph 

series include: 

Daniel L. Barnett 

Linda L. Berger 

Kirsten K. Davis 

Anne Enquist 

Jane Kent 

Gionfriddo 

E. Joan Blum 

Jessie C. Grearson 

Mary Kate Kearney 

Mary Beth Beazley 

Richard K. 

Neumann, Jr. 

Robin S. Wellford-

Slocum 

Volume I is available 

online at: 

http://

www.lwionline.org/

monograph_volume_

one.html 
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Jane Kent Gionfriddo 

Gail Stephenson maintains an updated 

405(c)/tenure list.  If your program has 

had a status change, be sure to spread 

the good news  — share the details with 

Gail at GStephenson@sulc.edu 

E-mail  lwinewsupdate@gmail.com with a 

news story for inclusion in Vol. 2 Issue I 

of this newsletter 

Let the listserv know of the development 

(remember to share E-mails addresses of 

those honored, for follow-up congrats). 

The Legal Writing Institute Board of Directors has created a 
Monograph Series that will be a sequence of electronic vol-
umes posted on the LWI web site.  Each volume will focus 
on a specific topic relevant to teaching, curriculum, scholar-
ship, or status of legal writing professionals and will in-
clude substantial, well-developed pieces of scholarship in 
the form of law review articles or book chapters that have 
been previously published elsewhere. On August 21, 2009, 
Jane Kent Gionfriddo, Editor in Chief, announced the publi-
cation of the first volume of this series, “The Art of Critiqu-

ing Written Work.”   It is online at: 

http://www.lwionline.org/monograph.html 

mailto::lwinewsupdate@gmail.com
http://www.lwionline.org/monograph.html


 

 

T h ank s  & Co ngr a t s!  

Mark Wojcik (The John 

Marshall Law School, Chi-

cago), Illinois Legal Research 

(2d ed.  Carolina Academic 

Press 2009).  A teacher’s 

manual is forthcoming.  

More info here:   lawprofes-

sors.typepad.com/

legalwriting/2009/08/new-

edition-of-illinois-legal-

research-now-available.html           

 

Judith Fischer (University 

of Louisville), Got Issues? An 

Empirical Study About 

Framing Them, 6 J.A.L.W.D. 

1 (2009); Framing Gender: 

Federal Appellate Judges’ 

Choices about Gender-

Neutral Language, 43 

U.S.F.L. Rev. 473 (2009); 

Avoid Cliches, Bench & B. 

48 (July 2009). 

 

Teresa Godwin Phelps 

(American University Wash-

ington College of Law), Truth 

Commissions, Oxford Uni-

versity Encyclopedia of Hu-

man Rights, (David P. 

Forsythe ed., 2009). 

Amy Sloan (University of 

Baltimore School of Law), 

2009 Update to Basic Legal 

Research Workbook, avail-

able here: 

www.aspenlawschool.com/

books/sloan_workbook/

authorUpdates.asp  Send 

questions to Amy Sloan at 

asloan@ubalt.edu or Steven 

Schwinn at 

7schwinn@jmls.edu. 

Mary Garvey Algero (Loyola 

University, New Orleans, 

College of Law) Louisiana 

Legal Research (Carolina 

Academic Press 2009). 

~~~ 

Authors of  Vol. 15,  Legal 

Writing: the Journal of the 

Legal Writing Institute, 

congratulations from the 

Editorial Board of Leg. Writ-

ing!  Thanks to our amazing 

authors and our colleagues 

who served as editors on 

this volume.  You will find 

the names of most of these 

people in the Journal, but 

due to an unfortunate over-

sight, Sabrina DeFabritiis 

from Suffolk was omitted 

from the list of assistant 

editors.  Thank you Sabrina 

for your work on the journal!  

Volume 16 is in the works 

now and will feature articles 

from the second Storytelling 

Conference, which was held 

in Portland this summer.  

We are also excited about 

our upcoming Symposium at 

Mercer Law School in No-

vember, which will celebrate 

25 years of the profession of 

legal writing.   

We hope you find Volume 15 

as useful as we found it en-

joyable to work on.  Best 

wishes for this new school 

year, 

 ~Kristin Gerdy, Editor in 

Chief (Brigham Young Uni-

versity) 

See the current journal 

online at:  http://

www.journallegalwritinginsti

tute.org/ 
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Citation Workstation, available 

at http://blip.tv/file/2515209; 

an accompanying PowerPoint 

presentation is available at 

lrw.themillennials.org; tutorials 

on the most difficult problems 

from each exercise are available 

at tracymcgaugh.blip.tv/. 

Julie Hilden, "What Lawyers 

Can Learn from Screenwriters," 

available at  

writ.lp.findlaw.com/

hilden/20090817.html 

~~~ 

Jane Kent Gionfriddo (Boston 

College Law School) is the Editor 

in Chief of the Monograph Se-

ries, the first volume, “The Art of 

Critiquing Written Work,” is now 

up on the LWI web site at  

www.lwionline.org/

monograph.html. This topic was 

chosen for the first volume be-

cause effective critique is funda-

mental to teaching our students 

in our first-year and upper-level 

classes.  New teachers will find 

articles in the volume that pro-

vide an introduction to effective 

oral or written critique by teach-

ers; peer-review critique; or self-

critique.  More experienced 

teachers will find discussions of 

theory and may even discover 

new ideas.  This fall, the Edito-

rial Board for Volume One will 

be working on Policies and Pro-

cedures for the Editorial Board 

of the Monograph Series and 

will submit a proposal to the 

LWI Board for its approval at 

the  Board’s January 2010 

meeting.  Once these Policies 

and Procedures are finalized, 

they will be posted on the LWI 

web site as well as sent out on 

the LWI listserv.  This posting 

will serve as one notice to those 

who would like to apply to serve 

on the next Monograph board.  

If you have any questions or 

suggestions about the Series, 

please email Jane Kent Gion-

friddo (Boston College Law 

School), Editor-in-Chief, Mono-

graph Series, at                    

gionfrid@bc.edu 

Carol Bast (University of Cen-

tral Florida) and Linda B. 

Samuels (George Mason Uni-

versity), Legal Studies Scholar-

ship: Setting the Standard for 

Excellence, 26 Journal of Legal 

Studies Education 263 (2009), 

available on SSRN at  

ssrn.com/abstract=1468346 

Miki Felsenburg and Laura 

Graham (Wake Forest Univer-

sity School of Law) Beginning 

Legal Writers in Their Own 

Words:  Why the First Weeks 

of Legal Writing are Tough and 

What We Can Do About It, 

available on SSRN at 

ssrn.com/abstract=1460738 

Linda Edwards (William S. 

Boyd School of Law), Once 

Upon a Time in Law: Myth, 

Metaphor, and Authority, 

available on SSRN at 

ssrn.com/author=1128370 

Tracy McGaugh (Touro Law 

Center) has created video tuto-

rials for the 2009 Interactive 
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Upcoming Regional LW 
Conferences: 
  
The First "Colonial 
Frontier" Legal Writing 
Conference (December 
5, 2009): "Engendering 
Hope in the Legal 
Writing Classroom: 
Pedagogy, Curriculum, 
and Attitude" 
 
December 7, 2009:  
New England 
Consortium of Legal 
Writing Teachers 
Regional Conference, 
"The Changing 
Landscape of Legal 
Writing Programs." 
 
March 19-20, 2010:  
Rocky Mountain Legal 
Writing Conference. 
 
May 14, 2010:  First 
Annual Empire State 
Legal Writing 
Conference. 

 

Congrats to David Thomson 

and Michael Hunter 

Schwartz, the co-chairs of 
this wonderful [Assessment] 
conference . . . .  The other 

members of the Committee 

were: Greg Munro 

(Montana), Andi Curcio 

(Georgia State), Judith 

Wegner (North Carolina), 

Roberto Corrada (Denver).       
~Carol Wallinger, Rutgers-

Camden School of Law 

** 

Congratulations to Rebekah 

Hanley (University of Ore-

gon) and Toni Berres Paul 

(Lewis & Clark) and all of 

their colleagues for doing 

such a great job with the 
Northwest Legal Writing Con-
ference this past weekend!  

Over 40 attendees from all 

over the country enjoyed 

presentations from an excit-

ing array of impressive new 

colleagues and leaders in our 

field.  And, of course, it was 

fun to spend time socializing 

with old and new friends.  

Thanks to everyone who 

helped make the day possi-

ble! ~Daniel L. Barnett, 
Lewis & Clark Law School 

Check out the blog entries 

about the Northwest regional 

conference:  lawprofes-
sors.typepad.com/

legalwriting/2009/09/

northwest-regional-

conference-report-3.html 

*** 

Stetson Conference!  Everyone 

at Stetson did a fantastic job 

as hosts and thanks to the 

presenters for the great pres-

entations.  Also, for those of 

you who took part in the 

ALWD Forum or Workshop--

thank you!!  ~ Kimberly 
Holst, Hamline University 

School of Law  The Stetson 

conference was informative 

and the ALWD Scholars’ Fo-

rum was a wonderful way  to 

present scholarship and re-

ceive great feedback at the 

beginning of the process.  I 

hope ALWD continues to 

sponsor these events at re-

gional conferences,; it was a 

great opportunity. ~Heather 

Kolinsky, Barry  conference 

was a terrific learning oppor-

tunity and community-

building event — topped off 

with the best 25th anniver-

sary LWI cupcakes ever! More 

details about the  

 

L e g a l  W r i t i n g  C o n f e r e n c e s  a  H i t !  

Upcoming International 

Conference: 

 

February 25-27, 2010:  

Global Legal Skills 

Conference V. 

C a r e e r  A c h i e v e m e n t s  
 

Professors Lisa A. Mazzie 

and Jessica Slavin from 

Marquette University Law 

School have been promoted 

to Associate Professors of 

Legal Writing. 

~~~ 

The University of the Pacific, 

McGeorge School of Law is 

pleased to announce two 

new faculty members in 

their new two-year Global 

Lawyering Skills program.  

Jennifer Gibson and Jef-

frey Proske join nine other 

full-time faculty to offer stu-

dents two years of required 

legal research, writing, and 

oral advocacy instruction. 

Sheila Simon of Southern 

Illinois University was a 

member of the Illinois Re-

form Commission this 

spring.  The 15 member 

commission was appointed 

by then Lt. Gover-

nor and now 

Governor Pat 

Quinn.  

Parts of the 

Commis-

sion’s re-

port have 

been enacted 

into law, and the 

Commission hopes 

the remainder of the report 

will serve as a blueprint for 

further legislative change. 

~~~ 

 

The DePaul University Col-

lege of Law is pleased to 

announce the addition of 

five new faculty members to 

their Legal Analysis, Re-

search, and Communication 

program.  Todd Haugh, 
Sandra Kupelian, Jody 

Marcucci, Paul Miller, and 
Sara Rankin have joined 

nine other full-time faculty 

members teaching in 

DePaul’s writing program. 

~~~ 

David S. Romantz has been 

named the Associate Dean 

for Academic Affairs at the 

University of Memphis 

School of Law.  Dean Ro-

mantz had served as the 

Director of Legal Methods at 

the law school since 1998. 

For information about 

future and recent 

conferences: 

 

www.lwionline.org/

other_conferences.html 
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October 9-10, 2009:  2009 
Central States Regional 
LRW/Lawyering Skills Con-

ference, "Climate Change:  
Alternative Sources of Energy 
in Legal Writing" — congrats to 

Alison Julien and the LRW 
Faculty at Marquette Univer-
sity School of Law 
 

A typical accolade about this 
mid-semester event that was 
clear well worth the time: 
 

“I learned so much at the con-
ference.  Every single presenta-
tion was well worth the time.  I 
know we're supposed to high-
light one or two, but I honestly 

thought every one that I at-
tended was excellent.” 
 ~Juli Campagna, John Mar-
shall Law School 

 
*** 
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LRWPROF-L Listserv Committee 
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DePaul University 
mcue@depaul.edu 
 
Daphne Elizabeth O'Regan 
Michigan State University College 
of Law 
oreganda@law.msu.edu 
 
Allison Ortlieb 
DePaul University 
aortlieb@depaul.edu 
 
Kimberly D. Phillips 
Texas Tech University School of 
Law 
kim.phillips@ttu.edu 
 
Kathryn A. Sampson (Chair) 
University of Arkansas School of 
Law 
ksampson@uark.edu 
 
*** 
 
Judy Rosenbaum (LWI Board 
Liaison to LRWPROF-L Listserv 
Committee) 
Northwestern University School 
of Law 
 j-rosenbaum2@law.northwestern.edu 
 
Ken Chestek (advisory to the 
LRWPROF-L Listserv Committee) 
Indiana University - Indianapolis 
kchestek@iupui.edu 
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E - m a i l s  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  w i s h  t o  c o n t a c t  i n d i v i d u a l s  
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Awards and Honors 

The Adam A. Milani Disability Law Writing 
Competition, a national disability law writing 
competition sponsored by the Mercer University 
School of Law and the ABA Commission on Mental 
and Physical Disability Law, named two winners in 
2009.   First-place: Jesse Ferrantella, University of 
California, Berkeley, School of Law (legal writing 
professor, Ami Leventis).  Second-place:  Clark 
Lacy, University of South Carolina School of Law 
(legal writing professor, Sarah Laubach). 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruth Vance 

The Dean of Valparaiso University School of 
Law, in consultation with the Awards and 
Recognitions Workgroup, has named      
Ruth Vance as the 2009                                  
recipient of the                                          
Distinguished Faculty                           
Award.  The award was                           
established in 1999 to                              
recognize outstanding                             
teaching, scholarship,                               
and service to the                                     
Valparaiso University                            
School of Law. 
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Mel Weresh (Drake) has been selected as the recipient of the Warren E. Burger prize by the 
American Inns of Court.  She will receive the award at the U.S. Supreme Court this fall in an 
event hosted by Justice Antonin Scalia.  Congratulations to Mel for receiving this prestigious 
award and especially for her excellent essay on how law students and young lawyers develop a 
sense of professional identity!  (Reported by Ursula Weigold, Cornell). 

AALS Section on Legal Writing, Reason-

ing and Research announces 2010  

nominees for  section offices:  Kathleen 

Vinson of Suffolk University (Secretary) 

and Mark Wojcik of John Marshall Law 

School (Chair-elect) 
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LRWPROF-L Membership 

The Legal Writing Institute (LWI) maintains two listservs: the LWI-NET, a non-discussion 

listserv used for direct communication to all LWI members; and the LRWPROF-L, a voluntary, 

closed discussion listserv for those who teach legal writing.  Please e-mail me at 

kim.phillips@ttu.edu if you would like me to add you to the LRWPROF-L.  Please send me the 

following information: your name, position, school, and contact information including a link to 

your biographical information on your school’s website (if available). 

 

Subscription Management 

Once I have added you to the LRWPROF-L, you may maintain your subscription at https://

listserv.iupui.edu/cgi-bin/wa-iupui.exe?HOME.  The first time you access the site, you will 

create a password.  Once you receive your password, you can manage your own listserv sub-

scription.  For example, you may choose to receive listserv e-mails in the digest form instead of 

receiving them as individual e-mails.  You may also temporarily disable mail delivery if you are 

going out of town or are on leave. 

LRWPROF-L Archives 

You may access the listserv archives at:                                                                                       

https://listserv.iupui.edu/cgi-bin/wa-iupui.exe?A0=LRWPROF-L. 

If you have any questions about the LRWPROF-L, please do not hesitate to e-mail 

kim.phillips@ttu.edu  

  ~Kimberly D. Phillips; LRWPROF-L Tech Chair; kim.phillips@ttu.edu  
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