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The Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) is one of the most effective environmental 
action organizations in the United States and internationally. Established in 1970, NRDC uses 
law, science and the support of 1.3 million members and online activists to protect the planet 
and ensure a safe and healthy environment for all living things. We are a non-profit, non-
governmental international organization headquartered in New York, with offices in 
Washington, D.C., San Francisco, Los Angeles, Chicago, and Beijing. Our staff of over 400 
environmental lawyers, scientists, policy analysts and engineers work together to protect the 
world’s environment and curb carbon emissions through advocacy, law, policy change and 
education, as well as on-the-ground project implementation.  

 
Position Summary: 
NRDC is seeking a full-time Staff Attorney to be based in Beijing, China. The Staff Attorney will 
work to promote China’s environmental rule of law and legal development in support of NRDC’s 
strategic goals of greening China and improving public health. The Staff Attorney will be in 
charge of implementation of NRDC’s China environmental information disclosure and 
environmental health governance projects. 
 
Essential Functions: 

 Implement and coordinate NRDC’s China environmental information disclosure work and 
environmental health governance projects in close collaboration with local partners. 
Provide strategic advice and consulting to partner organizations and local environmental 
community.  

 Maintain strong connections and build ties with project partners and contacts in 
government, academia, civil society, and other areas. 

 Conduct practical research on environmental and health issues, law and policy.  

 Represent NRDC in the media and the general public through press interviews, op-ed 
pieces, and contributions to blog postings.  Prepare reports, comments, and legal analyses 
for submittal to agencies, media, and the public. 

 Assist in writing of grant proposals and reports. 
 
Skills and Knowledge Requirements: 

 Extensive knowledge of China’s environmental challenges and environmental health issues.  

 Extensive knowledge of environmental law.  

 Excellent research, writing, communication, and analytical skills.  

 Ability to work with environmental and health agencies, NGOs, academics or other key 
players in environmental law, health and governance. 



STAFF ATTORNEY, ENVIRONMENTAL LAW & GOVERNANCE PROJECT  
NRDC BEIJING OFFICE 

 

 Ability to work well with teammates and colleagues; strong sense of team spirit. 

 Ability to manage multiple tasks and prioritize tasks to meet project deadlines. 

 Travel within China will be required for meetings and program activities. 
 
Minimum qualifications 

 Both a Chinese law degree and a J.D. or LL.M. degree. 

 Four to ten years of relevant work experience. 

 Fluency in oral and written Chinese and English. 

 Excellent communication and organizational skills. 

 Demonstrated commitment to nonprofit/public interest advocacy. 

 A substantive background in Chinese environmental law or laws and policies related to the 
NGO sector, experience with the public or non-profit sector, and prior experience 
implementing or managing international cooperative programs are strongly preferred. 

 
NRDC offers competitive compensation based on experience and a pleasant working 
environment. Please include salary requirements in your cover letter. State your name and the 
position title in the subject of the email and send to: xzhang@nrdc.org. Please reference where 
you saw this posting. No phone calls or faxes please. NRDC is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
 
For further information about NRDC, please visit www.nrdc.org, http://china.nrdc.org, and 
http://www.greenlaw.org.cn. 
 
 
Posted: November 1, 2010 (applications accepted on a rolling basis until the position is filled). 
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