
Call for Presentations 
   

W&L Law Journal of Energy, Climate, and the Environment 
   

Symposium 2012: Reclaiming Environmental Federalism 
   

 

The Washington and Lee Journal of Energy, Climate, and the Environment (JECE) is proud to 

issue this call for presentations at our 2012 symposium. 

 

The symposium will take place on Friday, February 17, 2012 at the Washington and Lee 

University School of Law in Lexington, Virginia, and will feature legal scholars and practitioners 

discussing state-based energy and environmental regulation ("environmental federalism"). 

 

If you have recently written on this topic and would like to be a part of the symposium, please 

contact the journal at JECE@law.wlu.edu.  If you have not yet published, please e-mail us your 

manuscript or abstract, and we will consider it for the symposium, as well as for publication in an 

upcoming issue of the journal. 

  

Deadline for submissions:  Friday, September 30, 2011 

 

JECE is accepting proposals on the following five subtopics, or related subject matter: 

 

1) Arguments for Environmental Federalism 

o Theoretical bases for a “federalist” approach to energy and environmental law 

o Practical arguments for state and local environmental action 

 Federal political gridlock 

 

2) Electric Utility Regulation – Environmental Benefits, Costs, and the Public Interest 

o Ratemaking & public-interest values  

 Least-Cost Planning (Integrated Resource Planning) 

 Valuation of environmental benefits, energy efficiency, and the public 

interest 

o Energy efficiency & demand-side management 

 Do state laws currently require utilities to maximize energy efficiency 

before receiving approval to build expensive natural gas plants? 

o Greenhouse gas emissions 

 How can utilities justify their carbon-related investments in states that have 

little or no greenhouse gas regulations? 

 Are “carbon offsets” in the best interests of consumers? 

o Ratepayer Involvement 

 Public interest group intervention to maximize benefits for consumers 

(including environmental benefits) 

 Judicial review of PUC decisions 
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3) Production & Underground Injection of Gases 

o Coal Bed Methane  

o Shale Gas Production 

o Geologic sequestration of carbon dioxide (CCS) 

 Permitting CCS via states’ Underground Injection Control programs 

 Citizen suits under the Safe Drinking Water Act 

 

4) Land-use Law & Conservation Easements 

o How can state and local land-use planning and zoning initiatives accomplish 

environmental goals? 

 Can they minimize environmental damage before it occurs? 

 By enabling citizens to impose conditions on mining permits or 

timber sales? 

 By completely banning certain categories of activities that are 

deleterious to the interests of local property owners and citizens? 

 

5) Torts 

o Common law actions 

 Shale gas production ("fracking") 

 Carbon emissions 

o Insurance 

 Are traditional insurance defenses still applicable in light of climate 

change? 

 How should state insurance commissions deal with emerging 

environmental risks, such as underground carbon injection or other climate-

related risks? 

 

  

Submissions on related issues are encouraged and will be seriously considered.   

Thank you for your interest in this event.  Please continue to check the JECE website for updates 

about the symposium.  http://law.wlu.edu/jece/page.asp?pageid=1219  
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