
Carolinas Colloquium: Call for Proposals and Save the Date (May 19, 2017) 

 

The University of North Carolina School of Law will host the 2017 Carolinas Colloquium on 

Friday, May 19, in Chapel Hill, North Carolina.  The Carolinas Colloquium is a biennial regional 

conference focused on legal research and writing.  The planning committee welcomes your 

proposals. 

 

We plan for the colloquium to consist of two types of presentations.  Primarily, the colloquium 

with be arranged around conversation panels.  Additionally, the colloquium may feature one or 

more 25-minute presentations from individuals or co-presenters. 

 

The idea behind the conversation panels is that the panelists will converse with each other and 

with the audience about a topic relevant to our discipline.  These panels are meant to be interactive.  

Descriptions of the currently proposed topics appear on the next page.  Currently, each 

conversation panel is anchored by one or more faculty members from UNC Law. 

 

Thus, your colloquium proposal could take one of three forms: 

 An expression of interest to join a pre-existing conversation panel.  Let us know if you feel 

that you can contribute to one (or more) of the discussions listed on the next page.  All 

viewpoints are welcome.  These proposals should identify the conversation panel that you 

would like to join and explain how you would contribute to the discussion. 

 A proposal to anchor a new conversation panel.  Let us know if you have an idea for a 

conversation panel that you would like to anchor.  Summarize the topic of conversation.  

Indicate whether you have identified others who would serve as panelists for the 

discussion. 

 A proposal for a 25-minute presentation.  Include the title and a summary of the content.  

Indicate whether there are any co-presenters.  Indicate whether you have previously 

presented the same idea (or a previous version of the idea) elsewhere. 

 

Please direct all proposals and general questions to Kevin Bennardo using the contact information 

below (email preferred for proposals).  Questions regarding specific conversation panels should 

be directed to the anchoring faculty members listed on the next page.  The deadline for all proposals 

is Friday, March 3, 2017. 

 

We hope to see you in May in Chapel Hill! 

 

 

Contact information: 

Kevin Bennardo 

Clinical Associate Professor of Law 

University of North Carolina School of Law 

160 Ridge Road, Campus Box 3380 

Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27599 

(919) 445-8843 

bennardo@unc.edu 



Conversation Panels for the 2017 Carolinas Colloquium 

 
Depending on expressed interest, the planning committee may amend the quantity or the topics of the 

conversation panels.  Contact the anchorperson(s) listed after the title with questions specific to that panel: 

http://www.law.unc.edu/academics/wlrc/ 

Incorporating (More) Law Practice Skills into the LRW Curriculum. (Luke Everett) 

For many 1Ls, LRW classes are the most practical courses on the schedule. Students create real documents, 

perform real research, and execute real oral arguments. But the hands-on nature of LRW classes allows 

professors to incorporate elements of actual law practice beyond just the major assignments on the syllabus. 

This panel will discuss ways—small and large—that we work practical legal skills into our classrooms. 

How Do We Design Curricula to be Both Rigorous and Supportive? (Kaci Bishop & Alexa Chew) 

A persistent teaching challenge is how to require students to struggle toward mastering difficult content 

while simultaneously providing them with the resources to do so. This panel will address this balancing act. 

Proposals should include a 5-10 page article or excerpt (it need not be one that you have written) that 

informs your rigorous-and-supportive curricular choices. Panelists will read the others panelists’ submitted 

readings before the colloquium, and each panelist will present techniques inspired by the reading he or she 

submitted. To invite audience participation during the panel, panel anchors will also share these readings 

with conference attendees in advance. 

Persuasion: What to Teach and How? (Kevin Bennardo) 

The persuasive writing portions of some legal writing texts instruct students on isolated techniques that are 

meant to subtly slant judicial readers in favor of the writer’s position (for example, burying “bad facts” in 

dependent clauses and in the middle of paragraphs, constructing leading questions presented, and drafting 

argumentative point headings). Do these techniques actually influence judicial outcomes? Does a focus on 

subtle manipulation damage students’ perceptions of judicial decision-making as an endeavor grounded in 

law and reasoning? And, finally, if we don’t focus our teaching on these types of persuasive techniques, 

what should we teach instead? 

Being in the Room Where It Happens! (O.J. Salinas) 

As LRW faculty, we all know that our teaching extends beyond our classroom walls. Much of our teaching 

takes place in our offices during individual conferences with our students. Since our offices are often the 

rooms where things happen for our students, we want to know how you have productive conversations with 

your students—even when these conversations may relate to difficult circumstances. We want to know 

about the difficult conversations that you may have had with your students in your office. And we want to 

know how you handle these potentially difficult conversations with your students in your office. 

Judicial Clerkship Writing. (Sara Warf) 

Writing as a clerk in judicial chambers has its own unique challenges and conventions, and -- without 

specialized instruction -- law students rarely learn anything about it. This panel will discuss teaching 

students to hit the ground running in a post-graduate clerkship, including best practices on writing 

assignments and how to candidly prepare students for the sometimes insular world of chambers. 

Transitioning to Teaching: A Two-Part Conversation about What Newer and More Seasoned 

Professors Can Learn from One Another. (Rachel Gurvich & Craig Smith) 

We invite participation in a conversation about transitioning into and through the first year or two of law 

teaching—and also about supporting professors during that transition. We plan an innovative structure for 

this conversation. First, in breakout groups, newer professors will speak with one another while, separately, 

more seasoned professors do likewise. Second, the groups will come together to share and compare. For 

both groups, what are the challenges and opportunities? The expectations, explicit and implicit? The best 

practices and the pitfalls? 

http://www.law.unc.edu/academics/wlrc/

