
 

 

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW, U.S.-ASIA LAW INSTITUTE  
SEEKS RESEARCH FELLOW TO WORK IN NEW YORK CITY 

 
NYU Law School’s U.S.-Asia Law Institute is seeking a Research Fellow to work in New York 
City.  The Research Fellow will support the Institute’s projects by conducting research and 
writing on issues related to legal reform in China; by providing administrative and logistical 
support to our projects; and by communicating with scholars, officials, and lawyers. 

Ideal candidates will have a J.D. from an American law school; native English; proficiency in 
written and spoken Mandarin Chinese; strong research, writing, analytical, and communication 
skills; an interest in criminal justice and court reform in China; and a commitment to public 
interest service.  The preferred start date is July 1, 2007.  The Research Fellow will receive a 
competitive salary and benefits.  The initial term will be one year with the possibility of renewal.    

Candidates should submit a CV and cover letter to the Institute’s staff at the following email 
address: longarino@juris.law.nyu.edu 

THE U.S.-ASIA LAW INSTITUTE  
 
New York University School of Law has long been a center of Chinese legal studies.  By establishing 
the U.S.–Asia Law Institute in 2006, NYU has made a strong, lasting commitment to the field.  The 
Institute is co-directed by Professors Jerome A. Cohen and Frank K. Upham.  Our China team is led 
by Professor Cohen, who pioneered the introduction of East Asian legal systems into the 
curricula of American law schools and American legal scholarship.  He has taught and written 
extensively in the areas of China’s criminal justice system, its dispute resolution institutions, its 
domestic public law, and its practice of international law.  In recent years, Professor Cohen has 
focused his efforts on criminal justice and court reform.  Professor Upham is a preeminent 
scholar of Japanese law who has in recent years broadened his research interests to include China 
and law and development issues, especially the roles of lawyers in different countries.  The 
Institute also has several able research fellows in Chinese law, including senior fellow Dr. Daniel 
Ping Yu, a leading specialist on China’s criminal procedure, and Margaret K. Lewis, a graduate 
of NYU School of Law and young China specialist who recently clerked on the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals. 
 
Professor Cohen and his colleagues have been implementing a steady stream of conferences and 
workshops in New York City, Mainland China, and Taiwan on a range of criminal law and 
criminal procedure issues.  Chief among the Institute’s ongoing work is a joint project with the 
American Bar Association and Chinese legal academics to study reforms to China’s death 



penalty review procedures.  These partners are working to improve procedural safeguards for 
capital punishment cases, foster relevant legislative and judicial reforms, and introduce Chinese 
judges, prosecutors, administrators, and criminal defense lawyers to the new official norms that 
are anticipated.  The Institute and its Chinese partners are co-editing a book in Chinese on ways 
to improve procedural safeguards in death penalty cases.  The book is due out in spring 2007.  
 
In addition to the death penalty project, the Institute is leading a research project on the Chinese 
court system’s simplification of criminal procedure in cases where the defendant pleads guilty.  
The project was planned in cooperation with two Chinese scholars who have been instrumental 
in carrying out an empirical study of how various courts implement simplified criminal 
procedure.  The Institute is working with Chinese and American experts to create a report 
detailing and analyzing the results of the surveys of cooperating courts. 
 
The Institute is also working with a specialist in China’s intellectual property law in an initial 
effort to learn the extent to which criminal sanctions are actually invoked to enforce China’s 
protection of trademarks.  As part of this project, researchers at NYU and in China are studying 
in detail how the Chinese criminal process works in the intellectual property context, undertaking 
a preliminary assessment of the process, and suggesting not only a plan for further, more 
sophisticated research but also some proposals to improve relevant legislation, enforcement 
techniques, and adjudication procedures. 
 
The Institute is involved in a comparative study of criminal procedure reforms in Taiwan and 
Mainland China.  In cooperation with professors at National Taiwan University, NYU 
researchers are studying the specialized scheme that Taiwan uses for liumang, which is varyingly 
translated as “hooligans,” “hoodlums,” and “gangsters.”  In particular, the study focuses on 
Taiwan’s “public security tribunals” and their relevance to the future of the Mainland’s re-
education through labor.  

In December 2006, NYU School of Law and Shanghai Jiaotong University Law School 
established a Center for Chinese and American Legal Studies in Shanghai.  The Center will serve 
as a platform for long-term cooperation between the two schools and for future exchanges 
between the Chinese and American legal communities.  Other recent work includes training 
more than five hundred criminal defense lawyers in a series of workshops around China, 
conducting annual summer training seminars for Chinese judges, and organizing a pair of 
workshops on comparative criminal procedure that featured scholars and practitioners from 
China, the United States, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macau, and Russia. 

 


