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I. PROGRAM ACTIVITIES 
 
ADVISORY SERVICE TO THE FINANCIAL & 
ECONOMIC COMMITTEE (FEC) OF THE NA-
TIONAL PEOPLE’S CONGRESS (NPC)  
http://www.gtz-legal-reform.org.cn/en/FEC.html
 
Due to the Spring Festival in February 2006 and 
the preparation for and the conducting of the an-
nual session of the NPC in March 2006 no work-
shops or symposia took place in the first quarter of 
2006. 
 
*UPCOMING* A Symposium to acknowledge the 
end of the formal cooperation project with the FEC 
at the end of 2005 will take place on April 24 and 
25, 2006. The symposium will focus on the devel-
opment of the Chinese economic law over the past 
10 years and will reflect upon the respective role of 
the project. The cooperation project with the FEC 
started as early as October 1997. Over the more 
than 8 years of cooperation, the project assisted 
the FEC in the process of drafting a number of im-
portant economic and financial laws, such as the 
Tendering and Bidding Law, the Securities Law, the 
Trust Law, the Government Procurement Law, the 
Investment Fund Law, the Bankruptcy Law, the 
Partnership Enterprise Law or the State-owned As-
sets Law. Most of the advised laws have been or 
will soon be adopted by the NPC. These laws give 
the economic and financial legal framework in 
China a new shape and strongly support Chinas 
way towards a legal system based on the principles 
of market economy and rule of law. Due to the im-
portance of some ongoing drafting processes, e.g. 
for the State-owned Assets Law and the Partner-
ship Enterprise Law, the Chinese and German 
governments have agreed to continue the coopera-
tion beyond December 2005 on a smaller scale.  
 
*UPCOMING* A Study Tour on Energy Saving 
Law to Germany, Denmark and Belgium will be 
conducted from April 16 to 27, 2006. The satisfac-
tion of the rapidly growing energy demand in China 
has become a priority task for the Chinese gov-
ernment in order to assure the further development 

of the Chinese economy. Currently, energy 
shortages create severe problems and even 
lead to temporary energy shot-downs in 
some areas of China. The Chinese govern-
ment recognized that this situation can not 
only be solved by producing more energy but 
to a large extent also through the promotion 
and implementation of energy saving meas-
ures. In order to create a suitable legal 
framework for such measures, the FEC has 
been given the task to revise the Energy Sav-
ing Law and adjust the law to the existing 
needs. The study tour will give members of 
the drafting team for the revision of the law 
the opportunity to exchange and discuss in-
formation and opinions with experts at rele-
vant ministries and agencies in Germany, 
Denmark and Belgium. A visit at the Euro-
pean Commission will provide the delegation 
with a deeper understanding of the European 
regulatory framework in energy saving mat-
ters. 
 
*UPCOMING* The study tour on Energy 
Saving Law will be followed by a Workshop 
on the same topic which will take place from 
June 5 to 7, 2006 in Beijing. The workshop 
will be attended by members of the drafting 
team for the revision of the Energy Saving 
Law and experts from relevant ministries and 
agencies in China and abroad. The discus-
sions of the workshop will focus on relevant 
questions for the legislative work of the draft-
ing team and will provide a platform for all 
participants to exchange ideas and experi-
ences with regard to energy saving issues.  
 
 
ADVISORY SERVICE TO THE BUDGET 
AFFAIRS COMMISSION (BAC) OF THE 
STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE NA-
TIONAL PEOPLE’S CONGRESS (NPC)  
http://www.gtz-legal-reform.org.cn/en/BAC.html
 

In February 2006 the project selected and 
prepared qualified candidates of BAC for 
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master programs at the universities of Amsterdam 
and Vienna. The one-year long study programs will 
focus on the international aspects of tax and 
budget law and its implications for national legisla-
tion.  
 
Due to the Spring Festival in February 2006 and 
the preparation for and the conducting of the an-
nual session of the NPC in March 2006 no work-
shops, symposia or study tours took place in the 
first quarter of 2006. 
 
*UPCOMING* An international Symposium on 
questions regarding the Estimation of Tax 
Revenue will be held from May 29 to 31, 2006. The 
reliable estimation of tax revenue is a basic re-
quirement for the functioning of a budget system. 
Only reliable information of the expected tax in-
come will enable the government to draft and the 
parliament to adopt a workable budget. BAC is en-
trusted to enhance the existing forecast system in 
China in order to improve the budgeting procedure 
and the drafting of the budget. Participants of the 
symposium will be representatives from Chinese 
ministries and agencies involved in the budgeting 
procedure, Chinese scholars and foreign experts. 
Focus of the conference will be the exchange of 
information and experiences from the different insti-
tutions and countries with regard to the mecha-
nisms and procedure for sound tax revenue estima-
tion. 
 
 
ADVISORY SERVICE TO THE LEGISLATIVE 
AFFAIRS COMMISSION (LAC) OF THE STAND-
ING COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL PEOPLE’S 
CONGRESS (NPC) 
http://www.gtz-legal-reform.org.cn/en/LAC.html
 
Due to the Spring Festival in February 2006 and 
the preparation for and the conducting of the an-
nual session of the NPC in March 2006 no work-
shops or symposia took place in the first quarter of 
2006. 
 
*UPCOMING* A Symposium on Property Law 
will be held in Zhengzhou/China on April the 24th 
and 25th 2006. It will be attended by members of 
the LAC and domestic and foreign experts on 
Property law. 
Due to public criticism of the latest draft, the new 
Chinese Property Law was not enacted in March 
2006 as originally intended. According to the critics 
(the criticism was most vocally raised by Professor 
Gong Xiantian from the Law Faculty of Beijing Uni-
versity) the Law was a departure from socialist 
ideas and a return to Capitalism. The criticism was 
not primarily directed at specific regulations of the 
draft. The law was rejected for its seemingly capi-

talistic spirit. It was claimed that it violated the 
Constitution and the General Principles of 
Civil Law by allowing the destruction of the 
system of public ownership and promoting 
privatization. In spite of the political contro-
versy the legislative work on the new Prop-
erty Law continues. The symposium will pro-
vide the opportunity to discuss the recent de-
velopment and technical problems of the draft. 
 
*UPCOMING* A Symposium on Labour 
Contract Law will be held in Beijing/China on 
May the 11th and 12th 2006. It will be attended 
by members of the LAC and domestic and 
foreign experts on Labour Contract Law. 
A draft of the new Labour Contract Law was 
published on the Internet in March 2006. The 
public is invited to submit comments on the 
draft. It is planned to enact the Law in March 
2007.  
The new Labour Contract Law will replace 
the regulations of the Labour Law from 1994. 
The Chinese legislator believes that the regu-
lations of the Labour Law don’t suit the eco-
nomic situation any more because they are 
out of date and unable to provide just solu-
tions for labour contract disputes. One exam-
ple for new problems the Chinese society is 
facing is the decline of State Owned Enter-
prises. In the past State Owned Enterprises 
were the predominant employers in the Chi-
nese labour market. But nowadays more and 
more people are either self-employed or em-
ployed by private companies. The aim of the 
new law is to guarantee the protection of ba-
sic employment rights. The recent past has 
seen various forms of violation of employ-
ment rights by employers like withholding 
salary, exploitation of migrant workers etc. 
The symposium will provide the opportunity 
to discuss the new draft with foreign experts 
and learn about regulations in Germany and 
other European countries. 
 
*UPCOMING* A Symposium on State Li-
ability Law will be held on May 23rd and 24th.  
Members of the LAC will discuss the reform 
proposal regarding Chinese State Liability 
Law regulations with Chinese and interna-
tional experts. With the reform, the Chinese 
legislator wants to tackle the most pressing 
deficiencies of the existing 1994 statute on 
state liability. These include, inter alia, the 
restriction on the compensation of damages 
caused by illegal acts and the administrative 
procedure which has to be pursued in order 
to be compensated. 
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*UPCOMING* A Study Tour on specific ques-
tions of Tort Law as well as Regulations of Re-
opening Cases to Europe will take place from 
June the 4th to June the 15th 2006. The participants 
will be members of the drafting group from the LAC 
of the Standing Committee of the National People’s 
Congress. 
It will provide members of the LAC with the oppor-
tunity to discuss specific problems of Tort Law as 
well as questions of reopening of cases with ex-
perts from various institutions and organizations in 
Europe. 
 
*UPCOMING* Following the symposium from May 
2006 a Study tour on Labour Contract Law to 
Europe will take place from July the 3rd to July the 
14th 2006. The participants will be members of the 
drafting group from the LAC of the Standing Com-
mittee of the National People’s Congress. 
The study tour will provide the participants with the 
opportunity to deepen their understanding of the 
German and European solutions to labour law dis-
putes. 
 
 
TRAINING & ADVISORY SERVICE ON COM-
MERCIAL LAWS AT THE MINISTRY OF COM-
MERCE (MOFCOM) 
http://www.gtz-legal-reform.org.cn/en/MOFCOM.html
 
A Long Term Training Course on Commercial 
Laws lasting four weeks took place in Beijing. 
The training is part of the activities succeeding the 
official termination of the cooperation with the Min-
istry of Commerce in 2004. 30 officials from various 
departments of MOFCOM took part in the legal 
training. The course focused on topics related to 
the participants’ daily work such as Contract Law, 
Guarantee Law, Company Law, Foreign Invest-
ment, IP-Law, as well as Litigation and Arbitration. 
Its main focus was the implementation of legal acts 
under the rule of law. Training was mainly con-
ducted by active discussion on case studies. 
 
 
SINO-GERMAN JUDICIARY TRAINING COOP-
ERATION (NJC)  
 
Following the preparatory Training Course in Octo-
ber 2005 the first Long Term Training Course 
lasting three weeks from March 27th to April 14th is 
currently held in Beijing. The Course forms one part 
of a three month Training Course on Administra-
tive Law conducted by the NJC. 45 prospective 
judges are trained by German Judges on legal 
methodology applied to Chinese Administrative 
Law. The course concentrates on the legal meth-
odology applied to Chinese cases of daily rele-
vance. During the course the training method and 

material will be tested and enhanced, so that 
it later can serve as training material used by 
the National Judges Country for judges’ edu-
cation throughout China. 
 
*UPCOMING*  A Study Tour on ‘Develop-
ment of Teaching Material for Judges’ 
Education’ will take place from May 8th to 
19th.  Representatives of the Supreme Peo-
ple’s Court, of People’s High Courts and of 
the National Judges College will have an op-
portunity to obtain an overview of the German 
judges’ education. Visits will be paid to differ-
ent respective institutions in Munich, Berlin 
and Hamburg, e.g. the Government of upper 
Bavaria, the Federal Ministry of Justice, the 
Judges’ Academy Wustrau and Higher Re-
gional Courts of Appeal. During the study tour 
a Symposium will be held on May 17th in 
Hamburg under the topic “Publication of train-
ing material for prospective judges”. 
 
*UPCOMING* From May 22 to June 9 the 
second Long Term Training Course will be 
held in Beijing on German legal methodology. 
It will follow the pattern of the first long term 
training course, but concentrate on the meth-
odology applied to Civil Law Cases. It 
forms one part of a three month Training 
Course on Civil Law conducted by the NJC. 
 
 
SINO-GERMAN COOPERATION ON IN-
TELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS LAWS 
(SOIPP) 
 
*UPCOMING* A high-level Sino-German 
Conference on Intellectual Property Rights 
(IPR) Protection will take place on April 26, 
2006 in Beijing. The conference will be part of 
a number of activities organized by SOIPP 
during the international week of IPR protec-
tion in April. The main topic of the Sino-
German Conference will be the international 
cooperation in IPR enforcement. Participants 
to the conference from the Chinese side will 
be representatives from all ministries and 
agencies involved in IPR protection in China. 
The German delegation to the conference 
consists of several experts from German in-
stitutions involved in IPR protection and will 
be headed by the Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State Hartmut Schauerte from 
the German Federal Ministry of Commerce 
and Technology. The meeting will provide a 
platform for all participants to discuss and 
exchange information and ideas on the im-
plementation and promotion of the interna-
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tional cooperation in the field of IPR protection.  
 
*UPCOMING* A Training Course on Trademark 
Law will be held from May 15 to 18, 2006 in Xia-
men. Main focus of the training is the administrative 
enforcement of the rights of trademark owners un-
der the Chinese Trademark Law. The training will 
mainly be conducted on the basis of case studies. 
Participants of the training course will be govern-
ment officials from the local offices of the Admini-
stration of Industry and Commerce (AIC) in Fujian 
and Guangdong Province. The local AIC offices are 
entrusted with the enforcement of the rights of 
trademark owners and, therefore, play a very es-
sential role in the IPR protection. The aim of the 
training is to enhance the qualification of the par-
ticipating officials as well as promote the 
implementation of the relevant laws and regulations 
according to the rule of law principle in order to 
strengthen the administrative IPR protection. 
 
 
II. HOMEPAGE NEWS 
 
Information on the projects, contributions to sym-
posia, draft laws, course programs and other work 
results are displayed on our homepage.  
 
 
III. MISCELLANEOUS 
 
*UPCOMING* In Cooperation with the DAAD, the 
political foundations (Konrad Adenauer, Heinrich 
Böll, Friedrich Ebert, Hanns Seidel) and InWent an 
Alumni Conference of Chinese Law students to 
Germany will be held on April 22nd to 23rd inviting 

over 200 former or current Chinese law stu-
dents to Beijing, who have studied in Ger-
many or have been supported by German 
institutions with their studies in Europe. Its 
aim is to facilitate a network of alumni with a 
strong interest in German or European Law. 
This conference will be opened by the Ger-
man Minister of Justice, Brigitte Zypries.  

*UPCOMING* On May 22nd and 23rd the sev-
enth Symposium of the Chinese-German 
Dialogue on the Rule of Law conducted by 
the Federal Ministry of Justice in cooperation 
with the State Council of the PRC will be held 
in Xi’an. It will focus on “Administrative En-
forcement Law and Citizen Rights”, a topic 
currently on the legislation agenda of the Na-
tional People’s Congress. 
 
*LEGAL INTERNSHIPS* Legal interns 
(Rechtsreferendare) are invited to apply for 
practical work in the Legal Advisory Service 
Program. A deep knowledge of and interest 
in private economic and/or administrative law, 
as well as fluency in English, especially in 
legal terminology, are required. Knowledge of 
Chinese language and/or Chinese law is an 
asset but not necessarily required. A small 
financial contribution will be granted for the 
internship. If you are interested, please send 
your CV by email (gtznpc@netchina.com.cn 
attn. Mr. Marc Spitzkatz). Internship vacan-
cies are especially available from August 
2006. For further details on conditions of in-
ternship, please refer to: 
www.gtz-legal-reform.org.cn/contents-service/english/content/ 
praktikant-d.html.  

 
 

             ____________________________________________________________________________ 
GTZ Legal Advisory Service is a program consisting of the following components: 

Advisory Service to the Financial and Economic Committee (FEC) of the National People’s Congress (NPC) 
Advisory Service to the Legislative Affairs Commission (LAC) of the Standing Committee of the NPC 

Advisory Service to the Budget Affairs Commission (BAC) of the Standing Committee of the NPC  
Training and Advisory Service on Commercial Laws at the Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM) 

Chinese-German Judiciary Training Cooperation (NJC) 
Sino-German Cooperation on Intellectual Property Rights Laws (SOIPP) 

 
 

Ta Yuan Diplomatic Office Building 1-13-2 
No. 14 Liangmahe Nanlu, Chaoyang District 
Beijing 100600, P. R. China 

Mailing Address from Germany: 
c/o German Embassy Beijing, P. R. China  

Auswärtiges Amt, P.O. Box 080551, 10005 Berlin 

Phone:   86 (10) 8532-1401  
Telefax:  86 (10) 8532-1405  
E-Mail: gtznpc@netchina.com.cn 

   
 

                       Homepage www.gtz-legal-reform.org.cn 
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