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I. PROGRAM ACTIVITIES 
 
ADVISORY SERVICE TO THE FINANCIAL & 
ECONOMIC COMMITTEE (FEC) OF THE 
NATIONAL PEOPLE’S CONGRESS (NPC)  
http://www.gtz-legal-reform.org.cn/en/FEC.html
 
 
An International Symposium on Appraisal Law 
took place in Beijing on December 12 and 13 2006. 
The focus of the symposium was the discussion of 
the first draft of the Appraisal Law. Following a 
symposium organized by the project in 2005 the 
Appraisal Law was included in the Legislative Plan 
of the Standing Committee of the 11th NPC. The 
drafting team for the new law had been set up in 
June 2006 and presented its first draft in the De-
cember symposium. The appraisal industry plays 
an important role in the transition process of the 
Chinese social market economy with a particular 
impact on the transformation of state owned enter-
prises. Currently, there are many regulations on the 
appraisal industry in place which are issued by dif-
ferent authorities, scattered in nature, low-ranking 
and inconsistent with each other. The Chinese 
leaders have recognized the problem of legal un-
certainty for the appraisal industry and the resulting 
danger of state owned enterprises being sold under 
value due to false appraisals. The symposium 
served as a platform for discussion between dele-
gates from the concerned ministries, from appraisal 
associations and appraisal firms as well as interna-
tional experts with diverse relevant professional 
backgrounds. The discussions focused on the spe-
cific provisions of the draft law and provided the 
drafting team of the NPC with valuable information 
for their future drafting work.   
 
*UPCOMING* Due to the upcoming Spring Festival 
in February 2007 and the preparation for and the 
conducting of the annual session of the NPC in 
March 2007 no workshops, symposia or study tours 
will take place in the first quarter of 2007. 
 
 

ADVISORY SERVICE TO THE BUDGET 
AFFAIRS COMMISSION (BAC) OF THE 
STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE 
NATIONAL PEOPLE’S CONGRESS (NPC)  
http://www.gtz-legal-reform.org.cn/en/BAC.html

 
An official from BAC has been sent to the 
Budget Committee of the German Parliament 
in Berlin to conduct research on the German 
budget system from September to December 
2006. The focus of the research was the 
budget review by the German federal parlia-
ment and the respective functions and pow-
ers of the parliament and its sub-committees. 
Host organization for the research visit was 
the delegation of the Christian Social Union 
(CSU) at the Bundestag. The research on the 
federal budget system was complemented by 
research on the provincial budget system at 
the Ministry of Finance in Hamburg. 
 
*UPCOMING* From January to March 2007 
the project will select and prepare qualified 
candidates of BAC for master programs at 
European universities. The one-year long 
study programs will focus on the international 
aspects of tax and budget law and its implica-
tions for national legislation.  
 
Due to the upcoming Spring Festival in Feb-
ruary 2007 and the preparation for and the 
conducting of the annual session of the NPC 
in March 2007 no workshops, symposia or 
study tours will take place in the first quarter 
of 2007. 
 
ADVISORY SERVICE TO THE 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS COMMISSION 
(LAC) OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE OF 
THE NATIONAL PEOPLE’S CONGRESS 
(NPC) 
http://www.gtz-legal-reform.org.cn/en/LAC.html
 

GTZ LEGAL ADVISORY SERVICE 
www.gtz-legal-reform.org.cn
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A Symposium on Tort Law was organized with 
LAC and Renmin University on October 21 and 22, 
2006 in Donguan, Guangdong. Chinese experts 
from universities across the country and experts 
from Germany and Austria discussed with mem-
bers of the department of Civil Law of LAC about 
the general design of a future Tort Law as well as 
specific questions. With this symposium work of a 
first symposium with LAC in April 2005 and of study 
tours to Germany, Poland and Spain was continued. 
While the discussion about the Property Law as 
currently the most important civil law legislation is 
continuing in academic circles as well as the Na-
tional People’s Congress (currently the enactment 
of the Property Law seems highly likely at the 
March session of the NPC) the focus of advisory 
work has shifted to the next books of the planned 
Civil Code. Regarding the tort law three goals have 
to be achieved by the Chinese legislator. The major 
task is the unification of the existing regulations on 
tort law. While doing this, international discussion 
on the general concept of tort should to be taken 
into consideration. And last but not least solutions 
have to be found for specific questions in some 
fields of tort law. In the work of this and the earlier 
symposia the academic as well as political discus-
sions about a unified European tort law were used 
as reference points as well as arguments. Here it 
was to be seen that analysis of the different Euro-
pean legal system leads to questions which are 
also discussed in China and might offer solutions 
possibly fruitful for the Chinese legislator. It is in-
tended to continue the discussion on tort law in the 
summer of 2007.  

A Study Tour on International Private Law to 
Germany and the Netherlands took place from No-
vember 4 to 15, 2006. The participants were Chi-
nese experts including members of the drafting 
group from the LAC. In spite of not having com-
pleted the previous two books of the Civil Code 
(Property Law and Tort Law), the work on the regu-
lations governing the International Private Law has 
already begun. The tour allowed the participants an 
insight into the work of ministries, associations, 
courts and law firms to provide a general idea of 
the German and Dutch solutions to International 
Private Law disputes. During the Study Tour a 
symposium with German experts on International 
Private Law was organized in cooperation with the 
Max-Planck-Institute for Comparative and Interna-
tional Private Law in Hamburg. This symposium 
offered the opportunity to discuss with the major 
German experts on International Private Law.  
 
Following the Study Tour to Germany and the 
Netherlands a Symposium on International Pri-
vate Law  was held on November 27 and 28, 2006 

in Beijing. The participants were Chinese ex-
perts from the department of Civil Law of the 
LAC of the Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress, experts from vari-
ous Chinese universities and international 
experts. It was an opportunity for the Chinese 
participants to deepen their understanding of 
theoretical and practical problems regarding 
International Private Law. Discussions begun 
during the symposium with the Max-Planck-
Institute in Hamburg were deepened and the 
topics were opened to a broader Chinese au-
dience.  
 
A Symposium on Criminal Procedure Law 
was held on November 30 and December 1, 
2006 in Beijing. The participants were Chi-
nese experts from the department of Criminal 
Law of LAC, experts from various Chinese 
Public Prosecution offices, Chinese universi-
ties and German public prosecutors. The dis-
cussion was complemented by a lecture on 
the constitutional requirements as well as lim-
its of Criminal Procedure by Prof. Dr. Evelyn 
Haas, former Judge at the German Federal 
Constitutional Court.  It was the first direct 
cooperation with the Criminal Law Depart-
ment of the LAC which is currently working 
on the reform of the Criminal Procedure Law 
of 1979. The symposium complemented a 
German/ Chinese Moot Court held in Dongy-
ing/Shandong in July 2006 organized by LAC 
and the German Ministry of Justice.  
 
*UPCOMING* Due to the upcoming Spring 
Festival in February 2007 and the preparation 
for and the conducting of the annual session 
of the NPC in March 2007 no workshops, 
symposia or study tours will take place in the 
first quarter of 2007. 
 
 
SINO-GERMAN JUDICIARY TRAINING 
COOPERATION (NJC)  
http://www.gtz-legal-reform.org.cn/en/NJC.html
 
An intensive Short Term Training Course 
on provincial level for judges and judges’ 
trainers with the NJC was conducted from 
October 16 to 20, 2006 in Nanjing, Jiangsu. 
The German Case Study Method was dem-
onstrated on Commercial Law to approxi-
mately 50 participants, taking account of the 
current reforms of the Partnership Enterprise 
Law and the Enterprise Bankruptcy Law, 
adopted in August 2006. 
 

http://www.gtz-legal-reform.org.cn/en/NJC.html
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After the conduction of the first two Long Term 
Training Courses in March/April (Administrative 
Law) and May/June, 2006 (Civil Law) the third 
Long Term Training Course (Criminal Law) took 
place from November 13 to December 1, 2006 in 
Beijing. This Course was part of a three month 
Training Course conducted by NJC for judges to be. 
Approximately 70 prospective judges were trained 
by a German judge, a prosecutor and an academic 
on legal methodology applied to Chinese Criminal 
law. During the course the training method and ma-
terial was tested and enhanced, so that they later 
can serve as a basis for the judges’ education 
throughout China. The training on methodology 
was complemented by a lecture on criminal proce-
dure and the principle of fair trial given by Prof. Dr. 
Evelyn Haas, former Judge at the German Federal 
Constitutional Court. 
 
*UPCOMING* A Short Term Training Course on 
Criminal Law will be held in January 2007 in Beijing. 
The focus of the training will again be the German 
Case Study Method which will be demonstrated on 
Criminal Law to approximately 50 participants on 
the basis of the current Chinese Criminal and 
Criminal Procedure Law. 
  
 
SINO-GERMAN COOPERATION ON 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS (SOIPP) 
http://www.gtz-legal-reform.org.cn/en/SOIPP.html
 
A Sino-German Conference on Intellectual 
Property Rights (IPR) Protection took place on 
October 11 and 12, 2006 in Beijing. The confer-
ence was jointly organized by SOIPP, the German 
Federal Ministry of Justice and GTZ. The main 
topic of the Sino-German Conference was the im-
provement of IPR enforcement, especially through 
quicker judicial as well as administrative proceed-
ings. Participants to the conference from the Chi-
nese side were representatives from all ministries 
and agencies involved in IPR protection in China. 
The German delegation to the conference con-
sisted of experts from German Courts, the Ministry 
of Justice as well as a lawyer involved in IPR pro-
tection. The meeting provided a platform for all par-
ticipants to discuss and exchange information and 
ideas on the implementation and promotion of IPR 
protection.  
 
The Sino-German Conference on IPR Protection 
was followed by a Study Tour on the same topic to 
Germany, Austria and Switzerland from October 14 
to 26, 2006. The members of the delegation came 
from different Chinese authorities involved in the 
IPR Protection. The main focus of the study tour 
was the collection of information on the European 

IPR enforcement systems. Furthermore, the 
delegation exchanged ideas and experiences 
in the field of IPR protection with their coun-
terparts in Germany, Austria and Switzerland.  
 
*UPCOMING* Training Courses on Trade-
mark Law and Copyright Law will take 
place from March 2007. Main focus of the 
training will be the administrative enforce-
ment of the rights of trademark owners under 
the Chinese Trademark Law. The training will 
mainly be conducted on the basis of case 
studies. Participants of the training courses 
will be government officials from the local of-
fices of the Administration of Industry and 
Commerce (AIC) in Guangdong Province. 
The local AIC offices are entrusted with the 
enforcement of the rights of trademark own-
ers and, therefore, play a very essential role 
in the IPR protection. The aim of the training 
is to enhance the qualification of the partici-
pating officials as well as to promote the im-
plementation of relevant laws and regulations 
according to the rule of law principle in order 
to strengthen the administrative IPR protec-
tion. 
 
 
II. HOMEPAGE NEWS 
 
Information on the projects, contributions to 
symposia, draft laws, course programs and 
other work results are displayed on our 
homepage. 
http://www.gtz-legal-reform.org.cn 
 
 
III. ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
A Long Term Training Course on Com-
mercial Laws lasting four weeks will take 
place in Beijing in March 2007. The training is 
part of the activities succeeding the official 
termination of the cooperation with the Minis-
try of Commerce in 2004. Approximately 40 
officials from various departments of 
MOFCOM from the national and provincial 
level will take part in the legal training. The 
course will focus on topics related to the par-
ticipants’ daily work such as Contract Law, 
Guarantee Law, Company Law, Foreign In-
vestment and IP-Law. Its main focus is the 
implementation of legal acts under the rule of 
law. Training will mainly be conducted by ac-
tive discussion on case studies. 
 

http://www.gtz-legal-reform.org.cn/en/SOIPP.html
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*LEGAL INTERNSHIPS* Legal interns (Rechts-
referendare) are invited to apply for practical work 
in the Legal Advisory Service Program. A deep 
knowledge of and interest in private economic law, 
administrative law and/or criminal law, as well as 
fluency in English, especially in legal terminology, 
are required. Knowledge of Chinese language 
and/or Chinese law is an asset but not necessarily 

required. If you are interested, please send 
your CV by email (gtznpc@netchina.com.cn 
attn. Mr. Malte Kirchner). Internship vacan-
cies are especially available from January 
2008. For further details on conditions of in-
ternship, please refer to: 
www.gtz-legal-reform.org.cn/en/intern_de.html.  

 

 
             ____________________________________________________________________________ 

GTZ Legal Advisory Service is a program consisting of the following components: 
Advisory Service to the Financial and Economic Committee (FEC) of the National People’s Congress (NPC) 

Advisory Service to the Legislative Affairs Commission (LAC) of the Standing Committee of the NPC 
Advisory Service to the Budget Affairs Commission (BAC) of the Standing Committee of the NPC  

Training and Advisory Service on Commercial Laws at the Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM) 
Chinese-German Judiciary Training Cooperation (NJC) 

Sino-German Cooperation on Intellectual Property Rights Laws (SOIPP) 
 

 
Ta Yuan Diplomatic Office Building 1-13-2 
No. 14 Liangmahe Nanlu, Chaoyang District 
Beijing 100600, P. R. China 

Mailing Address from Germany: 
c/o German Embassy Beijing, P. R. China  

Auswärtiges Amt, P.O. Box 080551, 10005 Berlin 

Phone:   86 (10) 8532-1401  
Telefax:  86 (10) 8532-1405  
E-Mail: gtznpc@netchina.com.cn 

   
 

                       Homepage www.gtz-legal-reform.org.cn 

mailto:gtznpc@netchina.com.cn
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