
International Conference 
 

China Law Studies in Europe 
 

 
Chinese law and its development meet a growing interest in Europe and elsewhere in the West. 
Legal scholars have identified Chinese law as a new and innovative field of study. Still, their 
number continues to be small due to the lack of linguistic proficiency in Chinese. Methods of 
research and teaching vary widely, and institution-building and networking between legal 
scholars are still in their infancy with regard to research and teaching of Chinese law. 
 
The second conference of the European Association for China Law Studies is to bring 
together legal scholars from European countries and from all over the world. This conference 
series is to become a meeting point for the promotion of research and teaching of Chinese law 
and for the exchange of information among those involved in organising China law studies. In 
addition, the conference should provide a forum for the development of individual research 
projects. Particular consideration will be given to pluralism of methods in order to increase 
awareness of their variety. The conference aims particularly at including promising younger 
legal scholars. 
 
The first conference, in June 2006 in Lund (Sweden), brought together about 20 legal scholars 
from Europe and the US. It identified four broad issues of particular interest, which will be 
discussed during the second conference:  
 

- access to justice (courts, legal advice, role of mass media etc.), 
- enforcement of the law (intellectual property rights, local protectionism etc.), 
- law and politics (human rights, rule of law etc.), 
- aspects of legal culture: reception and codification (historic processes of reception,  

comparison with the endeavours towards a European Civil Code etc.). 
 
 
 

Call for Papers 
 
Authors are invited to submit abstracts before 15 January 2007. The abstracts should be 
submitted as an email attachment sent to Dr Knut Benjamin Pißler (Max Planck Institute for 
Comparative and International Private Law, Hamburg/Germany, pissler@mpipriv-hh.mpg.de) 
or to Professor Dr Christiane Wendehorst (Sino-German Institute for Legal Studies, 
University of Göttingen/Germany, cwendeh@gwdg.de). Preferred format is MS Word. 
 
The abstract should include: 

- the title of the paper,  
- full names of the author(s), their institutions and email of the corresponding author,  
- up to one page of text summarising the main contents of the proposed paper. 

 
Authors will be informed of the paper’s acceptance before 1 February 2007. 
Camera-ready papers (not exceeding 10 pages) are due by 1 July 2007. 
 
The full-length papers presented at the conference will be published in order to win the 
attention of legal scholars more generally for China law studies.  



 
Preliminary Programme 

 
 
Thursday, 30 August Arrival of participants (evening: reception at the Max Planck Institute 

for Comparative and International Private Law) 
Friday, 31 August Morning: Country Reports on China law studies 

 
Afternoon: Plenary Session, speeches on  

- access to justice, 
- enforcement of law, 
- law and politics, 
- aspects of legal culture: reception and codification. 

 
Evening: reception in Hamburg Town Hall 
 

Saturday, 
1 September 

Morning: Parallel Workshops on each of the focal topics (see above) 
 
Early afternoon: Hamburg programme 
Late afternoon: Plenary Session - Presentation of workshop results, 
Discussion.  
 
Evening: Gala Dinner 
 

Sunday, 2 September Departure 
 
 
Venue: Max Planck Institute for Comparative and International Private Law, 
Hamburg/Germany, Mittelweg 187, 20148 Hamburg. 
 
Language: English 
 
 
 

About ECLS 
 
The European Association for China Law Studies has been founded informally at the first 
China law studies conference in Sweden; formal foundation is envisaged to be effected at its 
second conference in Hamburg. The preliminary board of ECLS consists of eminent legal 
scholars researching in Chinese law: Prof. Dr. Marina Svensson (Lund University/Sweden), 
Prof. Jean-Pierre Cabestan (French National Centre for Scientific Research, Paris/France), Dr. 
Knut Benjamin Pißler (Max Planck Institute for Comparative and International Private Law, 
Hamburg/Germany), and Prof. Dr. Christiane Wendehorst (German-Chinese Institute of Legal 
Studies, University of Goettingen/Germany). Please visit the ECLS website for further details 
(www.ecls.eu). 
 


